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TO JONATHAN 



JUNE 


Friday 

For me, summer vaca+ioh is basically a +b»ree-mo h+h 
^uil+ +ri^>. 

Jus+ because +he wea+hers hice, everyohe ex^ec+s 
you +o be ou+side all day "frolickih^" or wha+eVer. 
Ar»d i-f you doh+ s^>ehd every secohd oo+doors, 
^eo^>le +hihk +heres some+Fh^ wroh^ wi+h you. 
Bu+ +Ke +ru+K is, Xve always beeh more o-f ah 
ihdoor ^>ersoh. 


IKe way X like +o spehd my summer Vaca+ioh is ih 
froh+ o-f +Ke TV, ^layih^ Video cjames wi+bt +Ke 
cur+aihs closed ahd +b>e li^K+s +urhed o-ff. 





Uh-for+uha+ely, Mons idee* o-f +he perfeci sunner 
Vaca+ioh is diXfereh+ -from nihe. 


YOU SHOULD REALLY \ 
LET SOME SUNLIGHT 
IN HERE... 7 



Mon says i+s ho+ ha+ural -for a kid +o s+ay 
ihdoors wheh i+s suhhy ou+. X +ell her +ha+ Xh' 
jus+ +ryihg +o pro+ec+ ny skih so X doh’+ look 
all wrihkly wheh Xn old like her, t>u+ she doesh + 
wah+ +o hear i+. 


Mon keeps +ryih<^ +o ^e+ ne +o do Sone+hih^ 
oo+side, like <^o +o +he pool. Bo+ X speh+ +he 
•firsi par+ o-f +he Sunner a+ ny -friehd Rowleys 
pool, ahd +ha+ didh+ work ou+ so ^ood. 
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Rowleys -family teloh^s +o a cooh+ry clot, ahd 
wheh school le+ 00+ -for -the summer, we were 
^oih^ -there every sihcjle day. 







Xheh we made -the mis+ake o-f ihVi+ih^ -this c^irl 
hamed Xhis+a who jus+ moved ih+o oor heicjhtorhood. 
X -thou<^h+ H" would he really hice o-f os -to shore oor 
cooh+ry clot lifestyle wi+h her. But- -five secohds 
a-f+er we cjo+ +0 +he ^ool, she me+ some lifeguard 
ahd forgot - all atoo+ -the ^oys who ihVi+ed her -there. 
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Xhe lessoh X learhed is -tha+ some people woh’-t 
-thihk -twice abou-t usih^ you, especially wheh 
■there s a couh+ry club ihVolved. 

Me ahd Rowley were bet~ter o-f-f wi+hou-t a c^'rl 
hah^ih^ arouhd, ahyway. Vie re bo+h bachelors a+ 
■the momeh-t, ahd durih^ -the summer rts be-t+er 
+o be uha-t+ached. 
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A -few days a^o X ho-ticed -the <^uali-ty o-f service 
a-t -the couh-try club was s-tar-tih^ -to 30 dowh a 
li+-tle. Like some-times -the -tempera-ture ih -the 
sauha was a -few decrees +00 hot", ahd ohe -time 
-the poolside warter -forgo - 1 +0 pu+ ohe o-f -those 
li-t-tle umbrellas ih my -fru'r t smoo+hie. 

i 



X re^or+ed dll ry con^ldih+s +o Rowleys dad. 
Bu+ -for some reasoh Mr. Je-f-fersoh hever passed 
■them oh +o -the clubhouse maha^er. 



VJhich is kihd o-f wei ri. If ;+ was me who was 
^ayih^ -for a couivhy club membership, Xd wah-t 
+o make sure X was ^e+tih^ ry moheys wor+h. 

Ah^way, a Irt+le while la-ter Rowley -told me he 
wash+ allowed +o ihVi+e me +o his pool anymore, 
which is -fihe wi+h ME. Xrn much hazier ihside 
ry air-cohdi+iohed house, where X doh + have +o 
check ry soda cah -for bees eVer^ -time X 30 -to 
+ake a sip. 
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Saiorda^ 

Like X said, Hon kee^s -fryih^ +0 ^e+ ne +o 30 +o 
+Le ^ool wi+L Ler ahd r\y li++le tro+Ler, Hahhy, 
to+ +Le +Lih^ is, ny -fanily teloh^s +o +Le TOWN 
^>ool, ho - [ +Le couh+ry clot. Ahd ohce yooVe +as+ed 
+Le cooh+ry clot li-fe, i+s Lard +o 30 tack +o teih^ 
ah ordihary Joe a+ +Le +owh ^>ool. 



Besides , las+ yt<xr X swore +o nysel-f +La+ X 
woold heVer op tack +o +La+ ^lace a^aih. A+ +Le 
+owh ^>ool you Lave +o 30 +Lroo^L +Le locker 
roon te-fore you cah op swinnih^, ahd +La+ neahs 
walkih^ +Lroo^L +Le sLower area, wLere ^rowh 
neh are soa^ih^ dowh ri^L+ 00+ ih +Le o^>eh. 
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Xhe -first -tine X walked through the nehs 
locker roon at the towh ^ool was ohe o-f the 
nost traunatic ex^eriehces o-f ny li-fe. 



Xrn probably lucky X didht <^o blihd. Seriously, 

X doht see why Mon ahd Pad bother to try 
ahd protect ne -fron horror novies ahd stu-f-f like 
that i-f they re c^ohha expose ne to sonethih^ 
about a thousahd tines worse. 


X really wish Mon would sto^> askih^ ne to op to 
the towh pool, because every tine she does, it 
puts ina^es ih ny nihd that Xve beeh tryih^ 
hard +o -forget. 
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Suhday 

Vslell, how X™ DEFINITELY s+ayih^ ihdoors 
For -the res-l - oF -the sunner. Hon Fad a "house 
nee+ih^’ las+ hi^h+ ahd said nohe^ is +i^h+ +his 
year ahd we cah’+ a FFord +o 30 +o -the beach, 
which neahs ho Fanily Vaca+ioh. 

TWAT really s+ihks. X was ac+ually lookihg 
FORWARD +o ^oihg +0 +he beach this sur\ntr. 
Ho+ because X like +he oceah ahd +he sahd ahd 
all oF +ha+, because X doh’-h X realized a loh^ 
■fine a^o +ha+ all -the worlds Fish ahd +ur+les ahd 
whales 30 +0 +he ba+hroon ri^h+ +here ih +he 
oceah. Ahd X seen +0 be +he ohly ^ersoh whos 
bo+hered by -this. 






My brother Rod rick likes to -tease me because he 
thihks Xro a-fraid o-f -the waves. Bert - Xro tellih^ 
you, thats ho+ i+ at all. 



Ahyway, X was lookih^ -forward to c^oih^ to the 
beach because X^ -fihally tall ehouc^h ■to 30 oh the 
Crahium Shaker, which is -this really awesome ride 
thats oh the boardwalk. Rodricks beeh oh the 
Crahium Shaker a-t least a hohdred times, ahd he 
says you cah-t call yourst l-f a mah uhtil you ride i-t. 






tAom said maybe i-f we "save our ^ehhies" we cah <^o 
back +o +he beach hex+ year. Xheh she said wed 
s+ill do a lo+ o-f -fob s+u-f-f as a -family ahd ohe day 
we* II look back oh -this as -the "best - summer ever." 


Vlell, how X ohly have -two -thihc^s -to look -forward 
+o -this summer. Ohe is my birthday, ahd -the 
o+her is wheh -the las+ ' Li I Cu-tie comic ruhs ih 
-the ^>a^er. X doh+ khow i-f X ever meh-tiohed 
-this before, bu+ "Li* I Cu+ie" is -the worst - comic 
ever. Xo ^iVe you ah idea o-f wha-t Xr»> -talkih^ 
about - , heres w hat - rah ih -the ^a^>er -today — 
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Bi»+ Keres +^e +Kih^‘ Lveh +hou<^ X ha+e "Li* I 

rysel-f -fron rea 

Pad cah’-L ei+her. X ^uess we jus+ like seeihg 
Low tad i+ is. 




LOOK AT 
THIS 

GARBAGE! 



"Li * I Cu+ie’ Las beeh arouhd -for a+ leas+ -+Kir+^ 
^ears, ahd i+s wnT+eh by +Kis hamed Bob 
Pos+. Xve Keard Li I Cu+ie is based oh Bobs soh 
wLeh Ke was a li-Hle kid. 


/fieatthis\ 

/ GWEEN BEAN, \ 
WILL ITS 

\ MOMMY AND / 
\DADDY BE SAD?/ 
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B>u+ X ^uess how ■+ha+ +he real Li* I Cu+ie is dll 
^rowh uy, his dads havih<^ -trouble comih^ u^> wi+h 
hew na+erial. 



A couple o-f weeks a^o +he hews^a^er ahhouhced 
+Ka+ Bob Fos+ is re+irih^ ahd +he -fihal "Li* I Cu+ie’ 
is cjohha be prih+ed ih Av^us-h E-Ver sihce +heh ne 
ahd Pad have beeh cooh+ih^ dowh +he da^s uh+il 
-the las+ conic rohs. 



VJheh las+ "Li I Cu+ie c ones ou+, ne ahd Pad 
will have +o -throw a ^arty, because sone+hih^ like 
+ha+ deserves a serious celebra+ioh. 
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Mohday 

E-Veh +hou<^h me ahd Pad see eye +o eye oh "Li* I 
Co+ie/’ +here are s+ill a lo+ o-f -l-hihjs we ku-H- 
heads over. The bij issue be+weeh us riah+ how is 
my slee^> schedule. Purihg +he Summer X like +o 
s+ay (jy all hi^^H- wa+chih^ TV or ^layih^ video 
^ames ahd +heh slee^> -through +he morhih^. Bu+ 
Pad ^e+s kihd o-f crabby i-f s+ill ih bed wheh 
he je+s home -from work. 



La+ely, Pads beeh callih^ me a+ hooh +o make sure 
Xn ho+ s+ill asleep. So X kee^> a ^>hohe by my ted 
ahd use my bes+ wide-awake Voice wheh he calls. 


X +hihk Pad s jealous because he has +o 30 +o 
work while +he res+ o-f us <^e+ +o kick tack ahd 
-fake i+ easy every day. 
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Bu+ if hes ^ohha be oil c^rum^y aboui i+, he 
should jus+ become a -teacher or a show^low 
driver or have ohe of -those jots where you ^e+ 
+o -fake Sumners o-ff. 


Moms hot- really hel^ihc^ improve Pads mood, 
ei+her. She calls hm a+ work about- -five -times a 
day wi+h updates oh every+hihj -thais joihj oh 
arouhd H*he house. 


/guess wwat manny\ 

DID IN THE POTTY 
\TODAY? GUESS? GUESS?/ 



Tuesday 

Pad 30+ Mom a hew camera -for Mo+hers Pay, 
ahd la+ely shes beeh -takih^ lo+s o-f ^>ic+ures. X 
+hihk iTs because she -feels guilty about - ho+ 
kee^ihc^ u^> oh -the -family ^ho+o albums. 

1H 



VJheh ry older bro+her, Rodrick, was a bab^, 
t^om was +o+aiy oh +o^ o-f +R’h^s. 



%o$ux£‘j> 

jtjsrnji, frix^rru^, ^SLaA 




‘Rodtalc&a AM^yrdi 

ix rma fru^rru^. p&a&. 



*Roc UnZcIk'A fljiak* 


Ohce X cane alohc^ X ^uess Mon c^o+ busy, so 
■fron +ha+ ooih+ oh -there are a lo+ o-f ^a^s ih 
our o-f-ficlal -fanily history. 
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UjiCconme, xWqp'tU' 

Me, Mj&iSLdL ^ 



cfu^'jb 6 +k 



TakiunrvcL. jOnsao 'u±YuyrrvL 

^vorm. Ma, Jh$c^ii£aJL 



finest, 

c£a^ rcruxfbQQsL >6cPus©^ 


X*ve learhed +ha+ ^ho-to albums areh + ah accura+e 
record of wha+ ha^ehed ih your I ife, ahywa^. 
Las+ ^ear w^eh we were a+ Me beach, Mom 
bou^h+ a buhch o-f fahcy seashells a+ a <^'f+ sho^>, 
ahd la+er oh X saw her \>ury +hem ih +he sahd 
for Hahhy +o ' discover. 
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Viell, X wish X didn't see because i+ made 

me re-eValua+e ry whole childhood. 



JQnsuyjtfix^ AttafiJUj, c£u^. AicuJ{allll(±l 

Xoda^ Hon said X was lookih^ s h<*<3<y/ so she 
+old me she was +akih^ me +o ^e+ a h<»irco-|\ 
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Bo+ X heVer wouldve Agreed +o <^e+ ny hair co+ i-f 
X khew +ha+ Mon was +dkihg me +o Bombshells 
Beairly Saloh, which is where Mom ahd Gramma 
^e+ THEIR hair cu+. 



X have +o say, -though, +he whole beau-ty saloh 
ex^eriehce wash + +ha+ bad. Xirsi of all, +hey 
have TVs all over +he ^>lace, so you cah wa+ch a 
show while yourt wai+ih^ +o ^e+ your hair art. 

Secohd, +hey have lo+s o-f tabloids, -those hewspa^ers 
you see ih -the checkoirt lihes a-t grocery s+ores. Mom 
says -tabloids art -full o-f lies, bcrt X +hihk -there s 
some really im^or-tah+ s+o-f-f ih -those -thih^s. 


IS 




Miracle Pill to 
Make You 
97% Smarter 

Books , Libraries to 



Gramma is always buyih^ -tabloids, eVeh -though 
Mom doeSh+ a^roVe. A -few weeks a^o Gramma 
wash-t ahswerih^ her ^>hohe, so Mom 30+ worried 
ahd drove over +0 Grammas +0 see i-f she was OK. 
Gramma was -fihe, bu+ she wash+ ^ickihg u^> her 
^hohe because o-f some+hih^ she read. 



CORDLESS TELEPHONES 
ERASE THE MEMORY OF 
THE ELDERLY. 








wheh Hon asked Granna where she 30+ her 
ihforna+ioh, Granna said — 



Grannas do^, Hehry, died receh+ly, ahd ever sihce 
+heh Granna has had a lo+ o-f -tine oh her hahds. 
So Hons dealih^ wi+h s+o-ff like +he cordless ^>hohe 
+hih^ a lo+ -these days. 


Vihehever Hon -fihds ahy -tabloids a+ Grannas 
house, she -takes -then hone ahd throws -then ih 
+he ^arba^e. Last - week X -fished ohe ocrt o-f -the 
■trash «*hd read rt ih ny bedroon. 


Xrn ^lad X did. X fouhd ou+ +hrt+ Hor+h America 
will be uhderwa+er wrthih six noh+hs, so -that" kihd 
o-f -takes +he pressure o-f-f ne -to do well ih school. 
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X had a loh^ wai+ -the beatrly saloh, t>o+ X 
didh + really nihd. X 30+ +0 read ny horoscope 
ahd look a+ ^>ic+ures of novie s+ars wi+hou+ +Keir 
naket^>, so X was de/irM+ely eh+er+aihed. 

Ylheh X 30+ ny hair Ctrl', X fouhd ou+ +he t>es+ 
+hih^ abotrl- -the beairty saloh, which is +Ke GOSSIP. 
Xhe ladies who work +here khow -the dir+ oh jus+ 
at>ou+ eVeryohe ih +owh. 


/^..AND THEN MARLENE SAYS TO\ 
/ VANESSA, "IF YOU’RE GONNA GET I 
UP IN MY FACE, YOU’D BETTER BE I 
V READY TO BACK IT UP! " J 



UhfoH'uha-l'ely, Mon cane +0 ^ick ne o^> ri^h+ ih 
+he niddle o-f a s+ory abocrl - Mr. Peters ahd his 
hew wife, whos tweh-+y years jouY\<^tr -l-hah hin. 
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Ho^e-fully ny Kair will <^row 00+ -fa s+ so X cah 
cone hack ahd hear +he res+ o-f -the s+ory. 


Friday 

X -thihk Mon’s s+ar+ih^ +o re^rei +akih<^ ne -to 
^e+ ny hair cu+ +he o+her day. The ladies a+ 
Bonbshells ih+roduced ne +o soa^> operas, ahd how 
Xn +o+ally hooked. 


/BUT MARlSSA, 

( I. ..I LOVE 
V. YOU! 



GIRLFRIEND, 
YOU CAN DO SO 
MUCH BETTER 
THAN HIM! 



Yes+erday X was ih -the niddle o-f ny show, 
ahd Mon -fold ne X had +o +urh o-f-f +he TV 
ahd -fihd sone+hih^ else -to do. X could +ell 
•there was ho use ar^uih^ wi+h her, so X called 
Fowley ahd ihVi+ed hin over. 
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VJheh Rowley 30+ +0 ny house, we weh+ s+rai^h+ 
+0 Rodricks room ih -the basemeh-t. Rodrick is 
o-f-f ^layih^ wi+h his bahd, Loded Pi^>er, ahd 
whenever he’s away X like +0 30 "through his 
s+u-f-f ahd see i-f X cah -fihd ahy+hih^ ih+eres-tih^. 



Xhe best- "thih^ X ■fouhd ih Rodricks juhk drawer 
+his "time arouhd was ohe o-f "those li-t+le souVehir 
^ic+ure keychaihs you c^e+ a+ -the teach* 
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ou look ih+o H ' j you see a ^ic+ure o-f Rodrick 
wi+h some ^irl. 



X doh+ khow how Rodrick 30+ +K<»+ ^ic+ure , 
becAuse X*Ve beeh wi+h Rn oh every sih^le -fAnily 
VACA+ioh , ahd i-f X saw Rn wi+h THAT <jirl, X 
de-fihi+ely would h«Ve remembered her. 

X showed +he ^ic+ure +0 Rowley , bu+ X h*d +0 hold 
+he keychAih hecAuse he was ^e-H-ih^ aII ^rAbby. 



2 ^ 



VJe du^ arouhd some more, ahd +heh we fouhd a 
horror movie a+ +he bo-Hom of Rodricks drawer. 
X couldh+ believe our luck. Hei+her ohe o-f us had 
ac+ually seeh a horror movie \>tfort, so +his was a 
really bicj -find- 



X asked Mom if Rowley could spehd +he hic^hR 
ahd she said yes. X made sure X asked Mom wheh 
Pad was ou+ o-f "l"he room, because Pad doesh + 
like i+ wheh X have slee^oVers oh a "work hi^h+." 


Las+ summer Rowley s^>eh+ +he hi^h+ a+ my 
house, ahd we slep+ ih +he basemeh-h 
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X made sure Rowley -took +he ted +ha-|- was closesi 
+o +he -furhace room , because -fhai room really 
■freaks me ou+. X -figured i-f ahy+Rh<^ came ou+ o-f 
■there ih +he middle o-f -the hi<jh+, i+ would ^rab 
Rowley -firs+ ahd X d have a -five-secohd head 
s+ari +o escape. 


A+ about" 1*00 ih -the morhih^, we heard some+Rh^ 
ih -the -furhace room -that - scared "the livihcj dayli^h+s 
ou+ o-f us. 


X+ souhded like a li-H-le ^host- ^irl or some+Rh^, 
ahd i+ said — 



Me ahd Rowley ^rac+ically -trampled each other -to 
death tryih^ -to ^e+ u^> the basemeht- s+airs. 
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Vie kurs+ ih+o Mon ahd Pads roon, ahd X 
■fold +hen our house was hauh+ed ahd we had 
+o noVe innedia+ely. 



■the kaseneh+ ahd walked ri<^h+ ih+o +he -furnace, 
roon. Me ahd Fowley s-tayed akou+ +eh -fee+ hack. 

X was ^re-Hy sure Pad wash-t ^oih^ +0 ^e+ ou+ 
o-f -there alive. X heard sone rus+lih^ ahd a -few 
kun^s, ahd X was ready +0 nake a ruh -for rt. 
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Bu+ a -few secohds la+er he came back ou-l- wi+h ohe 
o-f Mahhys -toys, a doll hamed Hide-ahd-Seek H^rry. 



Las+ hi<^h+ me ahd Rowley waited -for Mom ahd 
Pad +o 30 +0 bed; ahd +heh we wa+ched our 
movie. Techhically, X was +he ohly ohe who 
wa+ched i+, because Rowley had his eyes ahd ears 
covered +he whole eh+ire +ime. 







n* noVie was abou+ +his noddy h<*hd +h«*+ ^oes 
arouhd +he couh+ry killih^ y>eo^>le. A^d +he las+ 
^>ersoh who sees +he hahd is always +he hex+ Vic+in. 



Xhe special e-f-fec+s were really cheesy, Ahd X 
wash + eVeh scared oh+il +he Very ehd. *Tha+s 
wheh +he +wis+ cane. 

A/+er +he noddy h*hd s+rah^led i+s las+ Vic+in, 
i+ cane crawlih^ s+rai^h+ a+ +he screeh, ahd 
+heh +he screeh weh+ black. A+ -firs+ X was a 
li++le coh-ft/sed, bo+ +heh X realized i+ neah+ +he 
hex+ Vic+in was c^ohha be ME. 

X +orhed +he TV o-f-f , ahd +heh X described 
+he whole noVie +o Rowley -from be^ihhih^ +o ehd. 


l°i 



Vlell, X mus+Ve dohe a ^>re-Hy ^ood job -tellihcj +Ke 
, because Rowley 30+ eveh more freaked -ou+ 
+Kah X was. 




X khew we couldhi 30 +0 Mom ahd Pad "this 
■time because +bieyd ^rouhd ne if +hey -fouhd ou+ 
we wA+ched a horror movie. Bu+ we didh + feel 
safe ih -the basemeh+, so we s^eh-i" -the res+ o-f 
+Ke hi^h+ ih +he u^s+airs barroom wi-tR -the 
li^K+s oh. 
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X jus+ wish we had naha^ed +o s+ay awake +he 
whole hi<^h+, because wheh Pad -fouhd us ih +he 
norhih^, i+ wash + a ore-Hy scehe. 



Pad wah+ed +o khow wha+ was c^oihg oh, ahd 
X had +o -fess u^>. Pad +old Mon, So how X^ 
jus+ wai+ih^ +o hear how lohcj X^ c^ohha be 
^rouhded -for. B>u+ +o be hohes+ wi+h you, Xrn a 
lo+ nore worried abou+ +his nuddy hahd +hah 
ahy ^>uhish^eh+ Mon cah drean u^>. 


X +hou^h+ abou+ i+, 
■there s ohly so nuch 
cover ih a day. 


-though, ahd X realized 
^rouhd a nuddy hahd cah 
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So ho^e-fully +ha+ neahs X have a li++le while 
loh^er +o live. 







Tuesday 

Yes+erday, Mon lec+ured ne abou+ how boys ny 
a^e wa+ch +oo nahy violeh+ novies ahd ^>lay +oo 
nahy Video ^anes, ahd +ha+ we doh+ khow wha+ 


REAL eh+er+aihneh+ is. 


X jus+ s+a^ed ^uie+, because 
exac+ly where she was ^oih^ 


X wash+ sure 
wi +h all +his. 
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so 


Xheh Mom said +ha+ she was <^ohha s+ar+ a 
' readihg club for -+Ke boys ih -the hei^hborhood 
she could -teach us abou+ all -|-he ^reai Irtera+ure we 
were missihc^ ou+ oh. 

X becked Mom -to jus+ cjive me a regular ^uhishmeh+ 
ihs+ead, bu+ she wouldhi bud^e. 



So -today was -the firs+ mee-tih^ of +he Readih^ 
Xs Fuh Club. X fel+ kihd of bad -for all -the boys 
whose moms made THEM come. 
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X was jus+ ^Ud Mon didh + ihVi+e Fre^l ey, +his 
weird kid who lives u^> -the s+ree+> becduse hes 
beeh dc+ih^ s+rdh^er -l-hah usudl ld+ely. 



X n s+dr+ih^ +o +hihk ndybe Fre^leys d li-H-le 
ddh^erous, bu+ luckily he doesh + redlly ledVe his 
■froh+ yd rd durih^ +he sunner. X +hihk his ^>dreh+s 
nus+ hdVe dh elec+ricdl -Tehee or sor>e+hi^. 


Ahywdy, Mon +old everyohe +o brih0 +heir 
■fdVori+e book +o +oddys nee+ih^ so we could ^>ick 
ohe dhd discuss i+. All +he ^uys Idid +heir books 
oh +he -table, dhd everyohe seened ^>re++y hd^y 
wi+h +he selec+ioh exce^>+ Mon. 
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Mom said +he books we t>rou^K+ wereh+ "rear 
li+era+ure ahd +b*a+ we were ^ohha have +o 
s+ar+ wi+K +Ke "cl assies." 
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"Theh she brou^h+ ou+ a huhch o-f hooks +h<*+ she 
mus+Ve had sihce SME w as a kid. 






"These are +he exac+ sane -ty^es o-f hooks our 
-teachers are always ^>ushiV^ us +o read a+ school. 
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Xhey have a ^ro^ram where if you read a "classic” 
ih your -free -time, -they reward you wi+h a s+icker 
o-f a hamburger or some+hih^ like +ha+. 



X doh+ khow who "they -thihk "they re -foolih^. 

You cah op\ a shee+ o-f a hundred s+ickers dowh 
a+ +he ar+s-ahd-cra-f+s s+ore -for fi-fty ceh+s. 

X*m ho+ really sure wh«*+ makes a took a "classic” 
+o be^ih wi+h; tu+ X +hihk i+ has +o te a+ leas+ 
•fi -f+y years old ahd some ^>ersoh or ahimal has +o 
die a+ +he ehd. 


Mom said rf we didh + like H"Ke tooks she picked 
ou+, we could op oh a -field +ri^> +o -the library 
ahd -fihd some+hih^ we all agreed oh. Bu+ +ha+ 
woh+ work -for me. 
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See, wheh X was ei^h+ years old X borrowed a 
book -from +he library, ahd +heh X for^o-l - all abou+ 
i+. X fouhd +Ke book a -few years la+er behihd my 
desk, ahd X -figured X musVve owed aboui -two 
-iXousahd dollars ih la+e fees oh -tXa+ +hih^. 



So X buried +he book ih a box of old comics ih my 
closed, ahd +Ka+s where i+ is +o +his day. X h«*Veh+ 
beeh back +o +b>e library sihce +heh, bu+ X khow if 
X ever DO show u^>, -they’ll be wai+ih^ for me. 


/GREG HEFFLEY, YOU ARe\ 

I UNDER ARREST FOR \ 
1 FAILING TO RETURN "MOW 
\TO MAKE SOCK PUPPETS^/ 
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FICTIO 
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Xh -fa c+, X ^e+ hervous i-f X eVeh SEE a librariah. 


IS THAT '~' N \ 
yYOU, SUSAN?/ 



X asked Mon i-f we could ^e+ a secohd chahce +o 
^ick ou+ a book oh our owh, ahd she said we 
could. Vie re su^osed +o nee+ ac^aih -fonorrow ahd 
brih^ our hew selec+iohs wi+h us. 


Vledhesdav 

Vlell, -the nenbersK'X o-f +he Readih^ Xs Ruh 
Club +ook a bi^ hi+ oVerhi^K+. Mos+ o-f +he Quys 
who cane ^es+erda^ bailed ou+, ahd how +heres 
ohly +wo o-f us. 






Rowley brou^Ki +wo books aloh^ wi+K Kin. 




XKe took X picked was +Ke hih+K Volume ih +Ke 
"Ma^ick ahd Mohs+ers.' Park Realms’ series. X 
■figured Horn would like i+ because i+s ^>re++y loh<^ 
ahd "there areh + ahy ^ic+ures. 




But - Mon didh + like ny took. She said she didh + 
a^roVe of the illus+ra+ioh oh -the cover because 
she didh+ like -the way it portrayed woneh. 


X*ve read "Shadowd oon," ahd Iron what - X cah 
renenber, -there areh + eVeh ahy woneh ih the 
s+ory. Xh tac+, X kihd of wohder i-f -the ^>ersoh 
who desi^hed the cover eVeh READ +he book. 


Ahy way, Mon said -that - she was c^ohha use her 
veto ^>ower as -the Readih^ Xs Fuh Clubs tauhder 
ahd choose the book tar us. So she chose -this 
book called "Charlo-Hes Vleb," which looks like ohe 
o-f -those "classics" X was talkih^ about betare. 




Jus+ -from lookih^ a+ +Ke cover, X <^oarah+ee ei+Ker 
+ke ^irl or +Ke pic^ doesh + make i+ +o +Ke ehd o-f 
+Ke took. 


Friday 

VJell, +ke Readihc^ Xs Foh Clot is dowh +o ohe 
nenter, ahd +Ka+s ne. 



Yes+erday Rowley weh+ ^ol-fihcj or sone+kih^ wi+k 
kis dad, so ke kihd o-f kohg me oo+ +o dry. X 
didh+ do ny readihc^ assicjhneh-+, ahd X was really 
cooh+ih^ oh R'n +o cover -for ne a+ +ke nee+ih^. 

X+s ho+ really ny -faol+ +Ka+ X cooldh+ -fihisk 
ny readih^ assi^hneh"!", +Koo^K. Mon -fold ne X 
kad +o read ih ny tedroon -for -Hveh-ty niho+es 
yes+erday, to+ +ke ■fro+K is, X josi Kave irootle 
cohceh+ra+ih^ -for loh^ periods o-f -tine. 
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Af+er Mon cau^hi me horsih^ diroohcl, she 
tahhed me -from WA+chihg TV uh+il X read +he 
took. So las+ hi^K+ X had +o wai+ uh+il she weh+ 

+o ted tefore X could ^e+ my eh+er+aihmeh+ -fix. 

X kep+ +hihkih<^ atou+ +ha+ movie wi+h +he mu ddy 
hahd, +hou^h. X was a/raid +h<*+ if X was wa+chih^ 
TV all ty myself la+e a+ hi^h+.» +he muddy hahd 
mi^h+ crawl ou+ from uhder +he couch ahd <^rat my 
foo+ or some+hi*^. 


Ihe way X solved +he ^rotlen was ty makihcj a 
+rail of clo+hes ahd o+her s+uff all +he way -from my 
tedroom dowh +o +he -family room. 
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"TK<*+ way X was atle -to make i+ dowhs+airs 
ahd tack wi+hou+ ever -fouchih^ -the cjrouhd. 
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XKis morhih^ Pad -triced over a dic+iohary X 
le-ft a+ +he +o^> of -the s+airs, so how hes mad 
a+ me. Bo+ X II "take Pad teih^ ahc^ry over -the 
alt-erha+ive ahy day of -the week. 

My hew -fear is +Ka+ -the hahd is ^ohha crawl 
oh my ted ahd ^e+ me ih my slee^>. So la+ely Xve 
teeh coVerih^ my whole tody wi+h -the tlahke+ 
ahd leavih^ a hole so X cah trea+he. 






+hd-i- s+rd+e^y hds i+s OWN risks. Rod n'ck 
<jo+ ih+o my room -today > dhd X had +0 s^ehd 
-the morv\ih<j -tr^ih^ +0 wash -the -tas+e o-f d dirty 
Sock 00+ o-f my mouth. 



Sohddy 

"Today wds my deadline -for -f»V\isKiV>^ the -first 
three chapters o-f "Charlottes VJei>." VJheh Mom 
fouhd 00+ X wdSht dohe yet, she Sdid we were 
^ohhd sit dowh dt the kitcheh tdble uhtil X 
wds -fihished. 


Beading is fuh( 




Abou+ a Utf Kour U+er +Kere was a khock a+ 

+Ke -froh+ d oor, Ahd i+ was Rowley. X iKou^K'i' 
mAybe Ke was comih<^ i)Ack +o +Ke ReAdiht^ Xs 
Fuh Club, bu+ wKeh X saw +Ka+ Kis dAd was wi+K 
Kirn, X khew Sorne+Kih0 was u^>. 



Hr. Je-ffersoh K<*d Ah o-f-ficiAl-lookih^ ^>iece o-f 
^A^er wi+K +Ke couh+ry club I030 oh i+. He SAid i+ 
was a bill -for aII -+Ke ■frui+ smoo+Res me Ahd 
Rowley ordered a+ +Ke clubhouse, Ahd +he ^rAhd 
+o+aI was ei^K+y-+Kree dolUrs. 


All +Kose -times me Ahd Rowley ordered drihks a+ 
+Ke clubhouse, we jus+ wro+e dowh Hr. Jc-f-fcrsoh s 
Accouh+ humber oh +Ke +Ab. Hobody "told us someohe 
Ac+uAlly h<*d +o PAY -for aII +K<*+. 
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X s+ill dicta + really uhders+ahd wta+ Hr. Jeffersoh 
was doihc^ a+ MY house. X +hihk hes ah archi+ec+ 
or sone+Kih^, so i-f he heeds ei^K-^y-+Kree bucks, he 
c ah jus+ desic^h ah ex+ra buildih^. bR +alked +o Mon, 
■though, ahd +hey bo+h Agreed +ha+ ne ahd Rowley 
heeded +o ^ay o-f-f -the -fab. 


X "told Mon ne ahd Rowley are jus+ kids ahd i+s 
ho+ like we have salaries or careers or whatever. 
Bu+ Mon said we were jus+ ^ohha have +o be 
"crea+ive.’ Xheh she said we would have +o sus^ehd 
+he Readih^ Xs Fuh Clubs nee+ih^s uh+il we ^>aid 
w ha+ we owed. 


"To be hohes+ wi+h you, Xrn kihd o-f relieved- 
Because a+ +his ^>oih+, ahy+hih^ +ha-l' doesh + 
ihVolve readih^ souhds ^re+-ty ^ood +o ne. 
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Tuesday 

t^e ahd Rowley racked our braihs all day yes+erday 
-tryihcj +o -figure ou+ how -to pay off +Ka+ ei<jh+y _ 
■three dollars. Rowley said maybe X should just - 30 
+0 +he ATM ahd wi+hdraw some mohey +0 pay o-f-f 
his dad. 


Xhe rt<xsoY\ Rowley said +ha+ is because he -thihks 
Xm rich. A couple o-f years a^o durih^ -the holidays, 
Rowley came over ahd we had jus+ ruh ou+ o-f -toilet - 
paper at - my house. My -family was usihcj -these holiday 
cock+ail hapkihs as a substvtu+e uh+il Pad 30+ +0 -the 
s+ore a^aih. 



Rowley -thought - the holiday hapkihs were some 
kihd o-f really -fahcy -toilet - paper, ahd he asked 
me i-f my -family was rich. 

Ha 



X wash + ^ohha ^>ass u^> +he o^or+uhi-ty +o 
ingress Kim. 



/, 
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Anyway, Xn NOT rich, ahd -t-haVs -the ^rohlem. 
X "tried +o -figure ou+ a way a kid n>y a^e could 
^e+ his hahds oh some cash, ahd +heh i+ hi"t" ne‘ 
Vie could s+ar+ a lawh care service. 


Xn ho+ +alkih^ at>ou+ some average, ruh-o-f— I'he-mill 
lawh care service, ei+her. Xn "t’alkih^ atou+ a com^ahy 
+KcaH- +akes lawh care -to -t"Ke hex+ level. Vie decided 
+o hame our con^ahy -the V.I.P. Lawh Service. 

Vie called u^> +he Yellow Pa^es ^eo^le ahd +old 
-then we wah+ed +o ^>lace ah ad ih +heir book. 

Ahd ho+ Jus+ ohe o-f +hose +ihy li++le +ex-t" ads, 
t>u+ a really t>i^ ohe wi+h -full color +h»+ +akes u^> 

+wo whole fa^es. 
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Bo+ ge+ +Kis* "TKe Yellow Pages people +old os i+ 
was gohha cos-1’ os a -few +hoosahd bocks +o ^>o+ 
oor ad ih +Keir took. 


X "t'old +hem +bta+ didh - !' make a lo+ o-f sehse -to 
m t, becaose hows someohe so^osed +o ^>ay f or ah 
ad if +hey haVeh + eVeh earhed ahy mohey ye+? 



Me ahd Rowley 
+his a d<PPereh+ 


realized we were gohha have +o do 
way, ahd make oor OWN ads. 


X -figored we coold jos+ make -flyers a 
every mailbox ih oor heighborhood. An 
some cliy> ar+ -to ge-f os s+ar+ed. 


hd ^>o+ -them ih 
we heeded was 


So we weh-i" dowh +o +he corher s+ore ahd boogh+ 
ohe o-f -those cards womeh ge+ each o+her oh -their 
bir+hdays. 
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Hope your 
birthday is 




HOT, HOT, HOT! 


”Tt»eh we scahhed i+ ih+o Rowleys com^u+er ahd 
^as+ed ^ic+ores o-f OUR heads oh+o +he todies 
■from +Ke card. 
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AZ+er we ^o+ some cli^ art o-f lawh -tools ahd 

^>u+ i+ dll io^e+Ker. "TKeh we ^rih+ecl i+ ou+, ahd 
X have +o say, i+ looked ^rea-h 


V.I.R 


LAWN SERVICE 



PAMPER YOURSELF AND 
YOUR LAWN WITH OUR 
AWARD-WINNING, 
WORLD-CLASS SERVICE! 

CALL 555-2941 
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X did Some na+K, ahd X ■fibred i+ would coS+ 
us a+ leas+ a couple Kuhdred bucks ih color ihk 
es ahd ^>a 


Rowley s 

dad i-f Ked 30 ou+ +o -+Ke s+ore ahd ^e+ us all 
+Ke s+u-f-f we heeded. 


+Ke whole hei^KborKood. So we asked 


car+n'dq 


^»er +o make ehou^K -fleers -for 



Mr. Jef-fersoh didh + 30 -for i+. Xh -fdc+; Ke -told 
us we couldh+ use Kis con^>u+er or ^rih+ ou+ ahy 
nore copies o-f our -flyer. 


r 


X was a li++le surprised by -iXd+, because i-f Mr. 
J z-f-fzrsoh wah+ed us +o ^>ay Kin back; Ke sure 
wash+ nakih^ i+ easy. B>u+ all we could really do 
was +ake our ohe -flyer ahd ^e+ ou+ o-f Kis o-f-ficz. 
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”Theh me Ahd Rowley weh+ aroohd -from house +o 
house showih^ everyohe our -flyer Ahd +ellih^ +hem 
aboui +he V.I.P. Lawh Service. 



A-f+er we hi+ a -few houses, we realized i+ would be 
a lo+ easier +o jus+ ask +he hex+ f>ersoh we Sf>oke 
wi+h +o ^>ass +he -flyer alohc^ so me Ahd Rowley 
wouldh + have +o do all +ha+ walkih^. 

How -I'he ohly +hihc^ we have +o do is si+ back ahd 
wai+ -for +he ^>hohe calls +o s+ar+ rollihtj ih. 

Ihvrs doy 

Me ahd Rowley wai+ed arouhd all day yes+erday, 
bu+ we didh+ <^e+ ahy calls. 
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X was s+ar+ih^ +o wohder i-f we should +ry +o -fihd 
a card wi+h more muscular ^uys -for our hex+ -flyer. 
Xheh, a+ atou+ 11*00 +his morhihcj, we 30+ a call 
■from Mrs. Cah-field, who lives oh Gramma’s s+ree+. 
She said her lawh heeded mowih^ bu+ she wah+ed +o 
check our re-ferehces ke-fore she hired us. 



X used +o do lawh work -for Gramma, so X called 
her u^> ahd asked i-f she could call Mrs. Cah-field 
ahd ■tell her wha+ a ^ood worker X am. 



7 > 

because she really li+ ih+o me. She said X le-f+ ^>iles 
o-f leaves oh her lawh las+ -fall ahd how -there were 
es o-f dead ^rass all over her yard. 



Vlell, X muS+Ve cau^h+ Gramma oh a tad d 
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"Theh she disked me wheh X was ^ohha come over 
ahd -fiihish "the job. 




Xha+ was ho+ really -the kihd o-f res^ohse X was 

+akihc^ 

^>ayih0 jobs a+ H"Ke momeh+ bu+ maybe we could 
^e+ back +o her la+er oh ih +he summer. 


lookih^ -for. X +old Gramma we were ohly 


Xheh X called Mrs. Cah/ield ahd did my bes+ 
imi+a+ioh o-f Gramma. X ^uess Xm lucky my Voice 
hashi charged ye-h 

/TME V.I.P. LAWN SERVICEX 
DOES EXCEPTIONAL WORK 

V AND CATERED TO MY 1 

V every LAWN NEED. J 
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Believe i+ or bo+, Mrs. Cab-field tou^hi i+. She 
■thabked Gr anna -for +he re-fereb ce abd hubc^ u^>. 
Xheb she called tack a -few mihu+es la+er, abd X 
abswered ib ny regular Voice. Mrs. Cab-field said 
shed hire us abd +ha+ we should cone ty her house 
la+er +oday -to ^e+ s+ar+ed. 


Bu+ i+s kibd o-f -far -fron ny house +o Mrs. 
Cab-fields, so X asked her i-f she could cone ^e+ us. 
She didb + seen real h*^y +h<*+ we didb + have our 
owb +rabs^or+a-h'ob, tu+ she said shed te willib^ +o 
^>ick us u^> if we could te ready a+ boob. 


Mrs. Cab-field cane +o ny house a+ 12*00 ib her 
sobs pickup -truck, abd she asked us where our 
lawb nower abd all our e^uipneb+ was. 





X said we didhi actually WAVE ahy e^ui^r-iehi bu+ 
+ha+ my Gramma kee^>s her side door uhlocked ahd 
X mic^hi be able +o sheak ih ahd borrow her mower 
■for a -few hours. X ^uess Mrs. Cah-field mus+ have 
beeh ^>re+iy des^era+e -to ^ei her lawh mowed/ 
because she wehi alohcj wiih my ^>lah. 



Luckily, Gramma washi home. So i+ was easy io c^ei 
+he mower ou+ o-f her house. Vie rolled ft over -to 
Mrs. Cah-fields yard, ahd +heh we were ready +o 
^e+ +o work. 


"Thai’s wheh me ahd Rowley realized hei+her ohe 
o-f us had ever ac+ually o^era+ed a lawh mower 
before. So +he -two o-f us ^>oked arouhd -for a 
while ahd iried io -figure ou+ how +o ^e+ -the 
ihihg started. 
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Uh-for+uha-l-ely, wKeh we +il+ed +he rower oh i+s 
side, all +he c^asolihe skilled ou+ oh+o +he ^rass, 
ahd we had +o 30 tack over +0 Gramma’s +0 ^e+ 


a re-fill. 


X picked uy +he owhers mahual -for +he mower 
while we were a+ i+. X +ried +0 read i+, birj- +he 
ihs+ruc+iohs were wri++eh ih S^ahish- X 30+ +he 
•feelih^ -from +he L+s ahd pieces X COULD 
ohders+ahd +ha+ o^era+ih0 a lawh mower was a 
loH" more dah^eroos +Kah X ori^ihaiy -thouc^h+. 



PRECAUCI6N! 

El uso incorrecto 


lesionea fiaicaa o 
muerte. 

t 




* 


Siempre 




Nunca utilicc el 
cortaotsped 
durante 
tempestades 
con truenos. 


pies y las manos 
alejadas de las 
cuchillas del 
cortac£sped. 
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X +old Rowley he could have +he -firs+ crack a+ 
+he lawh nowih 0 ahd -tha-t X would of> si+ ih +he 

oh our busihess ^>lah. 


shade ahd s+ar+ workih^ 


Rowley didhX like +ha+ idea a+ all. \\t said +his 
was a " ^ar+hershi^" ahd +ha+ eVery+hih^ had +o 
be 50-50. X was ^>re-Hy surprised by +his, because 
Xrn +he ohe who cane u^> wi+h +he idea -for +he 
lawh service ih +he firsi ^>lace, so X was more like 
+he owher +hah a par+her. 


X +old Rowley we heeded soneohe +o do +he ^ruh-l" 
work ahd someohe +o hahdle +he nohey so i+ didh + 
^e+ all swea+y. 



Believe i+ or ho+, +ha+ was ehou^h +o 
walk ri<^h+ o-f-f +he Job. 


make Rowle 


1 
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X Jus+ wahha say -for +Ke record +Ka-|- i-f Rowley 
ever heeds me -for a Jot re-ferehce ih -the -fiz+ure, 
X*m ^ohha have +o ^ive Kim a lousy review. 











XKe +ru+K is, X doh + really heed Rowley ahyway. 
X-f +Kis lawh service busihess ^rows +Ke way X 
+Kihk i+ will, Xm c^ohha K<*Ve abou+ a HUNDRED 
Rowleys workih^ -for 


me. 


Xh +Ke meah+ime, X heeded +0 ^e+ Mrs. 
Cah-fields lawh mowed. X looked +Krou<^K +Ke 
mahual -for a li++le while loh^er ahd +Keh -figured 
ou+ +Ka+ X heeded +o ^>ull oh +Kis Kahdle 
a++acKed +o a cord, so X +r.ed +^a+. 


H* mower s+ar+ed u^j ri^K+ away, ahd X was o-f-f 
ahd ruhhih^. 
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X+ WdSh + dS bdd dS X +houcjh+ i+ WdS c^Ohhd 
be. Xhe Uwh mower WdS sel-f-propelled, so dll X 
heeded +o do wdS wdlk behihd i+ dhd s+eer even 
ohce ih d while. 



Xheh X s+dr+ed "to ho+ice +ha+ -there were 
piles o-f do^ poop everywhere. Ahd s+eerih^ 
drouhd -them wds hot" dh ed sy -thih^ +o do wi+h 
d sel-f-propelled mower. 



Xhe V.I.P. Ldwh Service hds <x Very strict" policy 
wheh it" comes to do^ poop, which is that we woht 
op dhywhere hedr it. 
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So -from +ha+ poih+ oh, whehever X sow ahy+hihj 
+ha+ looked suspicious , X would now a +eh— foo+ 
circle arouhd •+ -to be safe. 



.WNiVWivifw % L ^BW’’''^^********** 
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■% e job ac+ually weh-|- a lo+ fas+er after +ha+ 
because X had a lo+ less lawh -to cover. After X 
was dohe, X weht - -to -the froh+ door -to collect - 
my mohey.Xhe fihal bill was -thirty dollars, which 
was -twehty dollars -for -the lawh plus -teh bucks for 
+he "time me ahd Rowley speh+ desi^hih^ -that - -flyer. 




Bu+ Mrs. Cab-field wouldhY ^>ay. She said our 
service was "lousy’ ahd +ha-f we hardly mowed ahy 
o-f her lawh. 


X "told her atou+ +he do^ ^>oo^> issue, hui she s-h’ll 
wouldh + cou^h u^> wh<*+ she owed me. A^d +o make 
ma-H-ers worse, she wouldn't eveh ^ive me a ride 
home. You khow, X -fic^ure.^ someohe mi^h+ +ry -to 
s+i-f-f us "this summer, bu+ X hever +hou<^h+ i+ would 
be our very firs+ customer. 

X had +o walk home, ahd by -+he -time X 30+ 

+o my house, X was really mad. X +old Pad 
+he whole s+ory abou-+ my lawh mowih^ experiehce 
ahd how Mrs. Cdh-field wouldhY ^>ay me. 




Pad drove ri«jh+ over +o Mrs. Cab-field's house, 
ahd X weh+ wi+h him. X +hou^h+ he was ^ohha 
chew her ou+ -for -takih^ advah+a^e o-f his sob, 
ahd X wah+ed +o he -there +o see i+ -firs-thabd. 
Bu+ Pad jus+ c^ot - Grammas mower abd cu+ -the 
res+ o-f Mrs. Cab-field s ^rass. 



VJheb he was dohe, he didb+ eveb ask her -for 
ahy mob ty. 

"The -tri^ wasb+ a TOTAL was+e o-f -time, -though- 
Vslheb Pad wrapped "thibgs u^, X ^lab+ed a si^b 
ib Mrs. Cab-field s -frob+ yard. 
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X -figured i-f X washi ^ohhd ^>did, X mi 3K+ 

as well ^e+ some free adver+isir^ /or all my trouble. 


ANOTHER GREAT 
JOB BiT 

V.I.P LAWN 
SERVICE- 

555 - 2*141 





THWUNK 


Sdiurdd^ 

XKe V.I.P. Ldwh Service hds ho+ redll^ ^dhhed 
ou+ way X "though + i+ would. X K«»Veh + 

Kdd d Y\y work sihce +Kd+ -firs+ job, dhd Xm 
s+drhhg +0 +hihk md^fce Mrs. Cdh-field hds beeh 
fcdd-mou+Kih^ ne +0 her hectors. 

X +Kou^K+ dbou+ jus+ c^ivih^ u^> dhd closihcj our 
busihess, bu+ +heh X redlized +h<*+ wi+h d -few 
+wedks +0 -the Ayer, we could s+dr+ -thih^s bdck 
u^> d^dih ih +he wih+er. 
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V.I.R 



YOU'VE TRIED THE REST, 
NOW GO WITH THE BEST! 


Xhe problem is , X heed mohey NOW. X colled oy 
Rowley -to s+ar-|- braihs+ormih^ hew ideas, bu+ his 
mom said he was a+ +he movies wi+h his dad. X was 
a IrH-le ahho^ed, because he heVer bo+hered +o ask 
me l-f he could +ake +he da^/ o-f-f. 
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Isom's ho+ le-H-ih^ ne do ary+hihc^ -fuh uh+il -this 
■frurt smoo+hie till is paid o-f-f, so +ha+ meah+ i+ w as 
up +o ME +o -figure ou+ how +o earh +he cash. 


X II +ell you who has a lo+ o-f mohey, ahd +ha+s 
Mahhy. X meah, +ha+ kid is RICH. A -few weeks 
a go Mor> ahd Pad +old Mahhy +he^d give Kim a 
<^uar+er -for every -h'ne he uses +he po-Hy wH - hou+ 
beihcj asked. So how he carries arouhd a cjalloh o-f 
wa+er wi+h hir^ a+ all -h'mes. 



Mahry keeps all his mohey ih a bicj jar oh his dresser. 
He's ^o++a have a+ leas+ $150 ih +ha+ +hih^. 
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Xve +biou^b>+ aboo+ askih^ Hahhy -to lehd me -the 
nohey, bu+ X joS+ cc »h + brih^ nysel-f -to do +ha+. 
X*m ^>re-Hy sore Mahhy cbiar^es ih-|-eres+ oh Kis 
loahs ahyway. 

f ' I CAN GET TUE\ 

REST OF IT TO 
\YOU TOMORROW^ 



X'm -+ryih^ +o -figure ou-1- a way +o earh no hey 
wi+Koo+ doih^ ahy ac+oal work. B>o+ w^eh X 
■fold Hon wha+ X was +hihkih^, sHe said Xm 
jos+ "lazy." 

OK, so naybe X AlH lazy, bo+ i+s ho - !' really ny 
■faol+. XVe beeh lazy ever sihce X was a liT+le kid, 
ahd i-f soneohe had cau^h+ i+ early oh, nay be X 
wooldhi be +he way X an how. 
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X remember ih preschool, wheh playtime was over, 

+he -teacher would -tell eVeryohe -to pu+ away -their 
-toys, ahd we would all sih0 -the ' Cleahup Sohc^ while 
we did i+. VJell, X sahc^ -the soh<^ wi+h ever^ohe 
else, bu+ X didh + do ahy o-f -the actual cleahih^. 

J CLEAN UP, CLEAN UP, J 
EVERYBODY EVERYWHERE? n 
J CLEAN UP, CLEAN UP, * 
EVERYBODY DO YOUR SHARE? 



So i-f you waht" -to -fihd somebody "to blame -for 
way X am, X ^uess you’d have -to s+ar-t 
wi+h +he public educa+ioh sys+em. 

Suhday 

Nom came ih+o my room +his morhih<^ ahd woke me 
up -for church. X was ^lad +o op, because X khew X 
was ^ohha have +o +urh +o a higher power +o c^e+ 
+his -frui+ smooihie bill paid o-f-f. VJheheVer Gramma 
heeds ahy+hihg she jus+ prays, ahd she ^e+s i+ 
ri<^h+ away. 
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X +Kihk she has a direct ^i^elihe +o God or 
some+hiVuj. 



For some reasoh X doh + have +ha-l’ sane kihd o-f 
^oll. B>u+ doesh+ meah X™ <^ohha <^ui+ +r^ih<^. 


DEAR LORD, PLEASE LET MR. JEFFERSON 
GET MIT ON TME MEAD SO ME FORGETS 
ABOUT TME MONEY I OWE MIM. AND PLEASE 
LET ME GET PAST TME TMIRD LEVEL OF 
TWISTED WIZARD WITMOUT MAVING TO USE 
ANY OF MY BONUS MEALTM PACKS. AMEN, 
AND TMANK YOU IN ADVANCE. 
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"Todays sermoh w as called "Jesus ih Pis^uise,’ ahd 
i+ was abou^ how you should +rea+ eVeryohe you 
nee+ wi+h kihdhess because you hever khow which 
^>ersoh is really Jesus ^re+ehdih^ +o be someohe else. 


X ^uess +h«+s supposed +o make you wahha be 
a be-tter ^>ersoh, bu+ all i+ does is nake me 
^arahoid because X khow Xp'* c^ohha jus+ ehd u^> 
cjuessihcj wroh<^. 


/wow, thanksN 

\ FOR SHINING ) 
\MY SHOES// 


NO 
PROBLEM, 
FRED"! 




"They passed +he doha+ioh basket arouhd like +hey 
do every week, ahd all X could +hihk was how X 
heeded +ha+ mohey a lo+ more +h*h whoever i+ was 
^oihg +o. 
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Bu+ Mon nus+Ve seeh +he look ih ny eye, because 
she passed +he basket +o +he row behind us be-fore 
X could +ake wha+ X heeded. 



Mohday 

My tir+hdays conih<^ op +his weekehd, ahd i+ 
cah + ^e+ here <^uick ehou^h -for ne. Xhis year Xn 
^ohha have a FAMILY par-fry. Xn s+ill really 
fcorhed up wi+h Kowley -for bailihc^ 00+ oh our lawh 
care busihess, so X doh-fr- wah-fr hin - 1 -hihkih^ he cah 
cone over ahd ea+ ny hir+hday cake. 


PI 


nus, X*ve learhed ny lessoh abou-fr- friehd par-fries. 
Vslheh you have a -friehd par-fry, all your ^ues-frs -frhihk 
-frhey have +he ri<ah+ +0 play wi+h your presewfrs. 





A^d every +ine X have a -fri'chd ^>ar+y, Hon ihvi+es 
MER -friehcls kids, so X ehd o^> wi+b> a bohch o-f 
^>eo^le a+ ny ^>arty X barely eVeh khow. 



A^d ibtose kids doh+ boy +b»e ^i-f+s, ■their MOMS 
do. So eVeh i-f you c^e+ sone+hift^ like a Video c^ane, 
i+S hot" a Video ^ane yood ac+ually wah+ +o ^>lay. 


7i 


FROGGlg 
♦ RUFF 



JlnoJirri a&ouJb 


SHARING 




3 U 

Las+ yt*r X Krtd ^rt*c+ice oh ny bir+hdty, <*hd Mon 

droned ne o-f-f a+ +Ke fool. 


d Xr^ ho+ oh +he swim +e<*m +his summer. 




X 30+ so nahy biriXda^ hoodies X couldhi 
eVeh li-f+ ny arns +0 swin. 


/ v 1 6...7..M 

(3...H...5..J l 8... ) ^ ^ 

\T — M...10... 

yr\ >x> 





M*vVv» 
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So wheh i+ cones +o your bir+hday, X've learhed 
i+s bes+ +o jus+ kee^> kids ou+ o-f +he e<^ua+ioh. 


Mon said X could have a -fanily ^>ar+y as loh<^ 
as X ^>ronised ho+ +o do ny usual wi+h +he 
bir+hday cards. Tha+ s+ihks, because X have a 
GREAT sys+en -for o^ehih^ cards. X ^>u+ +hen 
all ih a hea+ pie, ahd +heh X ri-p each ohe opeh 
ahd shake i+ +o ^e+ +he nohey ou+. As loh^ as 
X doh + s+o^> +o read ahy+hihcj, X cah cje+ 
+hroo^h a pile o-f +weh+y cards ih ohder a nihu+e. 




Mon says +he way X do i+ is ihsul+ih^ +o +he ^eo^le 
who 30+ ne +he cards. She says +his +ine arouhd X 
have +0 read every card ahd ackhowled^e +he ^>ersoh 
who ^aVe i+ +0 ne. Xha+ II slow ne dowh, bu+ X 
^uess i+s s+ill wor+h i+. 
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Xve beeh do»h^ a lo+ oi +Kihkih^ abou+ w UI 

wdh+ -for ny t>ir+hd«y +his yt<\r. VlV^rt-f X REALLY 
w dh+ is d doc^. 





X*Ve beeh dskih^ -for d do^ -for +he ^>ds+ +hree 
yt drs, bu+ Hon Sd^s we KdVe +o wdi+ oh+il Hdhirys 
con^»le+ely ^>o+-ty +rdihed be-fore we ^e+ ohe. Vlell, 
wi+h +he ^>o++y +rdihih^ rdcke+ Hdhvys 30+ cjoihcj 

oh, +hd+ could +«ke FOREVER. 



~TEe +lv‘h^ is, X khow +hd+ Pdd wdh+s d do^, 
+oo. He used +o KdVe ohe wKeh WE wds d kid. 
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X -figured all Pdd heeded wm s d li-H-le hud^e, dhd 
oh CKris+mdS Us+ ^edr X Sdw my cKdhce. My 
Uhcle Joe dhd his fdmily s+o^ed by our house, 
dhd -they trou^K+ -their do^, Killer, wi+h +hem. 


X dsked Uhcle Joe i-f he wouldht rnihd hih+ih^ +o 
Pdd +hd+ he should ^e+ us d do^. B>u+ -the wdy Uhcle 
Joe did i+ ^robdtly se+ ny do^-^e++ih^ cdrt^di^h Wk 
by -five yedrs. 



Xhe o+her +hih^ X hdVe ho chdhce o-f ^e++ih^ for 
my t>ir+hddy is d cell ^>hohe, dhd X cdh -thdhk 
Rodrick for +hd+. 
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Mon ahd Pad ^o+ Rodrick a cell ^>hohe las+ ^ear , 
ahd he racked uy A bill ^° r "^ree huhdred dollars ih 
+he -firsi noh+h. Mos+ o-f THAT was -from Rodrick 
callihc^ Mon ahd Pad -fron his roon ih -the taseneh+ 
+o ask +hen +o +urh +he hea+ u^>. 



So +he ohly +hihcj Xn askih^ -for +his ^ear is a 
deluxe lea+her recliher. M^ Uhcle Charlie has ohe, 
ahd he ^rac+ically LIVES ih -fha+ +hih^. 
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n* maih reasoh X wah+ ry owh recliher is because 
if X had ohe, X wouldhT have -to 30 u^> To ny 
room after wa+cKih^ TV laTe a+ hi^K+. X could 
jus+ slee^> ric^T ih +he chair. 

Plus, -these reclihers have all sor+s of fea+ures, like a 
heck massa^er ahd adjustable firmhess ahd stuff like 
that. X figure X could use the "vibrate’’ feature to 
make Pads lectures a lot more -tolerable. 


AND YOU REALLY 
NEED TO STOP 
LEAVING YOUR 
DIRTY CLOTHES IN 
THE BATHROOM! 



ft — 

VR^NIMm 

J jj 

The ohly reasoh Xd ever heed to jet u^> is to 
jo +o the bathroom. But maybe X shou Id Just 
wait - uhtil hext year to ask for a recliher, 
because X bet they II have that takeh care of 
ih the hew model. 
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Xhursday 

X disked Mon +o +ake ne back +o Bonbshells 
Beauty Srtloh a^aih +oday, eVeh +hou^h X didh + 
really heed a h*irco+. X jos+ -fel+ like ca+chihg o|> 
oh +he +owh ^ossi^. 



Ahhe++e, ny hairs-lylis+, said she heard -fron a 
who khows Mrs. Je-ffersoh +ha+ ne ahd Rowley 
a -fal I ih^ oo+ . 


lady 

had 
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A^areh-i-ly, Rowleys "Kear+brokeh" because X didh + 
ihVi+e Kin +o ny bir+Kday ^>ar-ty. Viell , i-f Rowley s 
u^se+, you wouldh + khow i+ -from lookihc^ a+ Kin. 


IE-Very +ine X see Rowley, Ke's ^allih^ orouhci wi+K 
Kis dad. So +Ke way i+ looks +o ne, Kes already 
30+ Kinsel-f a hew bes+ -friehd. 



X j us+ wahha say X +Kihk i+ s+ihks +Ka+ Rowley 
^e+s +0 30 +0 +Ke couh+ry club eVeh +Kou<jK Ke 
s+ill owes nohey oh +Ka+ -frui+ snoo+Kie bill. 

Uh-for+uha+ely , Rowleys cKunny rela+iohsKi^ wi+K 
Kis dad is s+ar+ih^ +0 a-ffec+ MY li-fe. Hon says 
+Ke way Rowley ahd Kis dad Kah^ ou+ -to^e+Ker is 
hea+ ahd +Ka+ ne ahd Pad sKould 30 -fisKih^ or 
^>lay ca+cK ih +Ke /roh-l- yard or sone+Kih^. 
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Bo+ +Ke +Kih^ is, ne ahd Pad jos+ areh + co+ oo+ 
•for kihd o-f -fa-t-her-soh s+o-f-f. ”TKe las+ +ine 

Mon -fried +o c^ef" ne ahd Pad +o do Sone+Kih^ 
like +Ka+ +o<^e+Ker, i+ ehded wi+K ne Kavihg +o 
^>oll Kin oo+ o-f Ra^aKahhock Creek. 



Mon woh + le+ i+ qo, fRoo^K. SKe s&ys sKe wah+s 
+o see nore ' a-f-fec+ioh te+weeh Pad ahd os boys. 
Ahd +Ka+s crea+ed sone really awkward noneh+s. 



/MOM SAYSl\ 
NEED TO MUG 
\YOU GUYS. J 
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Friday 

Tod Ay X w as WA+cRhg TV, r^ihciiri^ ny owh 
busihess, wKeh X heArd a khock a+ +Fe -froh+ 
door. Hon sand +Fere was a "•friehd" +here +o 
see ne, So X +houcj|'»+ i+ noS+ be Rowley conih^ 
+o ai^olo^ize. 

Bo+ i+ wASh + Rowley. X+ was FREGLEY. 



ATfer X recovered -from ny ihi+ial shock, X 
sUnned +he door sho+. X s+Ar+ed +o ^Ahic becAuse 
X didri + khow wb»A+ Fre^ley was doitru^ a+ ny 
Froh+ door. AT+er a -few nihu+es weh+ by, X 
looked oo+ +he side wihdow, Ahd Fre^ley was 
STILL s+Ahdi+\0 +here. 
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X khew X had +o +ake dras+ic measures, so X 
weh+ +o +he ki+cheh +o call +he co^>s. B>u+ Mom 
s+o^ed me te-fore X could -finish dialih^ *)11. 


Mom said SHE ihvi+ed Fre^ley over. She said Xve 
seemed ' lohel^ ever sihce X had +ha+ -fic^h+ wi+h 
Rowley, ahd she +hou^h+ shed se+ u^ a ' '^layda+e" 
wi+h Fre^ley. 
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See, +his is why X should hever -fell Mon dtou-l- 
ny persohAl bosihess. "This Fre^ley -thih^ was a 
+o+aI diSAS+er. 

X*Ve heArd +ha+ a VAn^ire cAh + cone ihside your 
house ohless you ihVi+e hin ih, Ahd X II be+ i+s 
+he SAne kihd o-f deAl wi+h Fre^ley. 


( MIND IF I 
BORROW SOME 
V FLOUR? 


SURE, IT'S BACK 
IN THE KITCM— 

MEY, WAIT A 
SECOND! 



So how Xve ^o+ TWO -+hih\0S +o worry aI)ou+' 
+h& noddy h<*hd <*hd hrec^ley. Ahd i-f X h«*d +0 
choose +he ohe -to ^e+ ne -firs+, X d +Ake +he 
noddy h«*hd ih a heAr-tbeA-h 
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/wi 


xj\ 


WHY DON'T YOU 
I GO OUTSIDE 
l AND PLAY WITH / 
FREGLEY? J 


/T THINK 
( FREGLEY 
l MIGHT BE 
VJS1AKED. 



Saiurda^ 

Xoday was ny bir+Kda^, ahd X ^uess +hihcjs weh+ 
nore or less like X ex^>ec+ed. XKe rela+ives s+ar+ed 
showih^ arouhd 1 ; 00. X asked Mon +o ihVi+e as 
nary ^>eo^le as possible so X could naxinize n\y cji-ft 
^o+eh+ial , ahd X 30 + a ^>re-Hy cjood +urhou+. 


GIFTS GO ON 
THE DINING 
ROOM TABLE. 
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X like +o cu+ +o -the chase oh my birthday ahd 
c^e-t n^ht +o -the y-f-ts, so X +01(1 eVeyohe -to 
c^a+her ih +he livih^ room. 


X "took my -time wi+h -the cards, jus+ like Horn 
asked. X+ was a li++le ^aih-ful, bu+ X 30+ a ^ood 
haul, so ft was worth ft* 


A special greeting 
And a “how do you do?” 
For a special nephew — 
By golly, that’s you! 


Happy 

Birthday! 

Qjurtk B 'Wndcis 


WOW, AUNT' 
BRENDA, 
THIS IS 
REALLY 
NEAT! 


WHEN I SAW IT 
IN THE STORE, 
I KNEW IT WAS 
JUST PERFECT! 



Uh-fortuha-tely, as sooh as X collec+ed my 
checks, Mom coh-fisca+ed +he mohey -to ^>ay o-f-f 
Mr. J e-f-fersoh. 
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Xtah X moved oh + o +Ke wra^ed ^reseh+s, t>u+ 
+here wereh + a whole lo+ o-f -those. Xhe -firs+ 
-from Mom ahd Pad; was Small ahd heavy, 
which I -& ouc^h+ was a c^ood sic^h. Bo+ X was 
s+ill ^>re-Hy shocked wheh X o^>ehed i+. 



VJheh X looked more closely, X -fouhd ou+ i+ 
wash + ah ordihary cell ^Kohe. X+ was called a 
' Ladybu^." Xhe ^>hohe didh+ have a keypad oh i+ or 
ahy+hih^. X"t ohly had +wo to+tohs' ohe +o call home 
ahd ohe -for emer^ehcies. So i+s ^re-Hy much useless. 





An ny o+her ^i-f+s were clo+hes ahd o+her s+u-fT X 
didh + really heed. X w as s+ill hopih^ X ni<^h+ ^e+ 
+ha+ recliher, t>u+ ohce X realized +here wereh + 
places Mon ahd Pad could be 
lea+her chair, X ^ave u^> lookih^. 




Xheh Mon +old eVeryohe i+ was +ine +o 30 ih+o +he 
dihih^ roon +o have sone cake. Uh-for+uha+ely, Uhcle 
Joes do^, Killer, had bea+eh us +o i+. 



X was ho^ihc^ Mon would 30 ou+ ahd ^e+ 
cake, bu+ she jus+ +ook a khi-fe ahd cu+ 
^ar+s -+he do^ didh + +ouch. 


ne a hew 
away +he 
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Mon cu+ ne a bi^ ^>iece, bu+ b^ ^>oih+ X 

wash + really ih +he mood -for cake. E-S^eciall^ ho+ 
wi+h Killer +hrow,>^ u^> li++le bir+hday cahdles 
uhder +he -fable. 


Sunday 

X ^uess Mon nuS+Ve -fel+ tad abou+ how ny bir+hda^ 
weh+ dowh, because +oda^ she said we could 30 -fo 
+he nail ahd ^e+ a ' nakeu^ 


Mon +ook Mahhy ahd Rodrick aloh^ -for +he ride, 
ahd she said +hey could each ^>ick ou+ sone+hi^, 
+00, which is +o+ally uK-fair, tecause i+ wash + 
TWEIR tir+hda^ ^es+erday. 
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Vie walked arouhd the nail -for a while ahd ehded 
u^> ih a pet store. X was hopih^ we could pool our 
nohey +o boy a do<^, but Rod rick seened to be 
ihterested ih a differeht kihd o-f pet. 



Mon hahded us each a -five-dollar bill ahd told us 
we could buy whatever we wahted, but -five bucks 
doesht exac+ly <^et you Very -far ih a pet store. X 
■fihally settled oh -this really cool ah^el-fish thats 
all di-kfereht colors. 
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Rodrick picked ou+ a -fish, +00. X doh-t khow 
wt»A+ kihd rt was t tu-t -the reASoh Rod rick chose 
rt was tecAuse -the Utel oh -the +Ahk SAid -the -fish 
was A^ressive." 



t^Ahhy s^>eh+ WlS -five tucks oh -fish -food. A+ 
•firs+ X -thou^h-t rt was tecAuse he wAh-ted "to 
■feed "the -fist -tha+ me Ahd Rodrick tou<^h+, tu+ 

t^Ahhy h*d eA-teh 

h*l-f -the cAhis+er. 


tv -the ‘time we <^0+ home. 


MohdA^/ 

Xhis is -the -firs-t -time Xve had my Very owh 
^e-t, Ahd Xm kihd o-f c^e-t-tihc^ ih+o rt. X -feed 
my -fish -three -times a dAy, Ahd X kee^> his towl 
reAlly cleAh. 
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X eveh i)oo^K+ a jourhAl so X could kee^> -tTAck o-f 
every+bwh^ nv -fish does dorih^ +he d«^. X biAVe 
+o Adni+, -iXoo^bt, X n S+ar-h'h<^ +o biAVe a li++le 
-trouble -fillih^ u^ +he ^>Ac^es. 



X <*sked Mon Ahd P«d i-f we could buy ohe o-f 
■those A<^uAriuns Ahd ^e+ a -toh of -fish +o kee^> 
my Irt+le o^uy con^Ahy. B>u+ PAd SAi’d +K«»+ 
A^uAriuns cos+ nohey Ahd nAybe X could Ask -for 
ohe for Chris-tnAS. 




See, -this is wKa+ s+ihks About - beih^ a kid. You 
ohly cjet - -two sho+s a+ ^e-Hth^ stvff you WAh+, 
Ahd -thais oh Chris+nAS Ahd your bir+hday. A^d 
+b>eh wKeh ohe o-f -those dAys DOES cone, your 
^Areh+s ness -thihc^s u^> Ahd boy you a L-Adybo^. 

n 



X/ X w my owh mohey, X coold jusi boy 
wha+ever X wah+ed ahd ho-f have +o embarrass 
mysel-f every +ime X heeded +o reh+ a video ^ame 
or boy a piece o-f cahdy or some+hih^. 



Ahyway, X*Ve always khowh +ha+ XU eveh+oally 
t>e rich ahd -famooS , bo+ X r*t S+ar+ih^ +o ^e+ a 
li++le cohcerhed •+ha+ i+ hashi happehed ye-h X 
■figured Xd a+ LEAST have my owh realiiy TV 

1 


show by how. 


Las+ hi^h+ X was wa+chih^ ohe o-f -f-hose +eleVisioh 
shows where a hahhy lives wi+h a -family -for a 
week ahd +heh -fells +h em all +he ways -they re 
screwih^ op. 
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Ylell, X doh + khow i-f +he wonah t*d +o jo +o 
some special hahry school or sorne+hihj, tu+ +ha+s 

+Ke kihd o-f jot X was BORN +o do. 


X jus+ heed +o -figure oo+ how +o <^e+ rysel-f ih 
lihe -for +K«+ jot wheh +he hahiry re+ires. 


/your MOUSE IS A WRECK, your kids\ 
HAVE NO MANNERS, AND...WEY, MR. 



A -fe w years a^o X s+ar+ed collec+ih^ ry ^ersohal 
nemeh+os, like took re^>or+s ahd old "toys ahd 
s+u-fT like tecause wheh ry museun o^ehs X 

wahha nake sure i+s packed wi+h ih+eres-hh^ 
-thihjs -from ry li-fe. 
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B0+ X doh-t - kee^> ary+Hih^ like lolli^o^ s+icks 
+ha+ h*Ve py saliva oh +hem because, believe me, 
X do NOT heed +o be clohed. 



VJbeh X m -famous, Xm <^ohha have +o make some 
life cKah^es. 


V 



Xll probably have +o -fly ih ^>riva+e je+s, because 
i-f X -f\y oh regular ^>lahes, X II ^e+ really ahho^ed 
wheh ^>eo^>le ih +he back +ry +o mooch off mv 
firs+-class ba+hroom. 



Aho+her +hih0 -famous ^>eo^>le have +o deal wi+h is 
+ha+ +heir youh^er siblih^s ehd u^> <^e+-Hh<^ -famous 
jus+ because -the^re rela+ed. 







My closest brush wi+h -fane so -far was wheh Mon 

ih 3 job a -few 

X +hihk her ided wds +o je+ ^>ic+ures o-f ne ih 
clothes cd+dlo^ues or sone+hihc^ like +h<*+. 


years djo. 


sighed 


ne ut 




or a noi 


del 



live i+ dowh ever sihce. 


^ur Child 

c ^m 


Tuesday 

X s^>eh+ +he d-f+erhooh ^Uyih^ video ^dnes dhd 
cd+chihc^ u^> oh +he Suhddy conics . 





X fumed +o +ta tack ^>Acje, and "there was Ah acI 
where Li' I Cufie" usuaIIv is. 


Wanna be on the 
funny pages? 





We're looking for a talented 
cartoonist to write and draw 
a one-panel comic to replace 
"Li'l Cutie." Can you tickle 
our funny bone? 

Cartoons featuring animals or pets will not be considered. 


Mohj Xve l>eeh wAi+ih^ FOREVER For Ah 
o^orfuhi+y like "this. X tad a conic ih ny school 
^>A^>er ohce, bu+ -this is a c^Ahce +o hi+ "the BIG fine. 

Xhe Ad SAid +hey werehf Acce^+ih^ Airy AhinAl 
conic strips, Ahd X "think X khow why. Xheres 
+RiS conic About" a docj CAlled Precious Poochie, 

Ahd i+s been ruhhih^ -for About- Fifty yeA rs. 

Xhe ^uy who wro+e if died a loh^ fine a^o, but- 
■they re s+ill recycling his old conics. 
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X doh+ khow i-f +Ke^re -fuhvy or ho+ because, +o 
be hohesi wi+h you, nos-l" o-f -then doh + eVeh nake 
sehse +o a ^ersoh ny a^e. 



?RECIOUS 

VOOCHlf 





Anyway, +Ke hews^a^er has -tried +o ^e-t rid o-f 
+W conic a buhch o-f -tines, but - wheheVer -they 
try +o cahcel rt all -the Precious Poocbw'e’ Pahs cone 
out - o-f -the woodwork ahd nake a bi^ S+ihk. X 
^uess people -thi^k o-f -this car+ooh do^ as -their 
owh y»e+ or sone+Kih^. 
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"The Iasi +ine +hey +ried +o cahcel Precious Poochie/’ 
■four busloads o-f senior ci+izehs -from Ltisurt Towers 
showed u^» a+ +he hewspa^er offices dowh+owh ahd 
didh+ leave uh+il +hey 30+ +heir way. 


Daily News 



Saturday 

Hon was ac-frh<^ ex+ra-cheery +his norhiiru^ ahd X 
could +ell she had sone+hih^ u^> her sleeve. 


A-t- 10-‘00 she said we all heeded +o ^e+ ih +he 
s+a+ioh wa^oh, ahd wheh X asked her where we 
were ^oihg, she said i+ was a "surprise.’’ 
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X ho+iced Mon had packed suhscreeh ahd ta+hih^ 
sui+s ahd s+utf ih +he tack o-f -the s+a-Woh wac^oh, so 
X ^hou^h'l' we nos-1- te beaded -for -iXe teach. 


Bt<+ wheh X asked her i-f X was ri^hT Mon said "the 
^>lace we were 301‘h^ was BETTER -fhah +he teach. 

Vslherever we were ^oih ^ , i+ was +akih^ a lohcj +ine 
+o cje+ -there. A^d i+ wasirvt +ha+ -fob teihg s+ock 
ih +he tacksea-f wi+h Rodrick ahd Mahhy. 
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Mahhy was 

+he A+ ohe ^>oih+ Rodrick decided +o +ell 

Mahhy +he hom^ was +he wors+ sea+ ih -the car 
because i+ was +he smallest ahd leas - !' com-for+able. 


si++ih^ ih be+weeh me ahd Rod rick oh 



Vslell > +ha+ +o+aiy se+ Mahhy o-ff. 


V 



E-Veh+ually, Morn ahd Pad 30+ sick o-f Mahhy S 
cryih^. Mom said X had +0 +ake a +urh oh +he 
hurn^> because Xn +he secohd youhc^es-|- ahd i+ 
was "ohly -fair." So every -time Pad rah over a 
^o+hole, my head hi+ +he roo-f o-f +he car. 
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A+ at>ou+ 2*00 X w as ^eTh'h^ really huh^ry, so 
X asked if we could s+o^> -for some fas+ •food. Pad 
wouldh + ^>ull over, because he said +he ^>eo^>le a-|- 
fas+-food res+aurah+s are idio+s. 


Vlell, X khow why he +hihks +ha+. £-Very +ime 
Pad ^oes +o +he fried chickeh ^lace over hear our 
house, he -tries -to ^»lace his order -through +he 
trash cah. 


JJ 


I'D LIKE TWO VALUE 
MEALS AND A BOTTLE 
OF...WELLO? HELLO? 





X saw a si^h -for a ^'<iz a ^>lace, ahd X becked Mon 
ahd Pad +o le+ us ea+ -there. P>u+ X ^uess Mon was 
tryih^ +o save nohey, because she cane ^>re^>ared. 



A hal-f hour la+er we gulled ih+o a bic^ ^arkih^ lot - , 
ahd X kh ew exac-tly where we were. 



Vsle were a+ -the Sli^slide VJa+er Park, where we 
used +o qo as kids. Ahd X neah LITTLE kids. 
X+s really a ^>lace neah+ -for ^eo^le Mahhys a^e. 
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Mom mus+Ve heard me ahd Rodrick c^roah ih +he 
backsea-h She said we were ^ohha have a ^rea+ 
day as a -family ahd i+ would be +he hi^hli^h‘1' o-f 
our summer vaca+ioh. 


X have had memories o-f +he Sli^slide Vla+er 
Park. Ohe +ime (Srahdf>a +ook me +here, ahd he 
le-ft me ih +he wa+erslide area -for ^>rac+ically +he 
whole day. He said he was ^ohha c^o read his 
hook ahd he’d mee+ me +here ih +hree hours. P>u+ X 
didh+ actually <^o oh ahy slides because o-f +he si^h 
a+ +he eh+rahce. 



ou had +o he 
+o ride, hu+ i+ iurhs ou+ +he +wo li-H-le lihes 
hex+ +o +he humher meah+ ' ihches.’ 
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So X basically was+ed ry da^ wai+ih^ -for Grahdpa 
+o cone back ahd ^e+ me, ahd +beh we bad +o leave. 



Rodrick bas bad memories o-f +be Slipslide Vsla+er 
Park, +oo. Las+ yt<xr bis bahd 30+ booked +0 do 
a show oh +be music s+a^e +bey bave hear +be 
wave pool. Rodricks bahd asked +be park people 
+0 se+ +bem up wi+b a smoke macbihe so +be^ could 
have some special e-Pfec+s -for +beir show. 



Bu+ somebody screwed up, ahd +be^ se+ Rodricks 
bahd up wi+b a BUBBLE macbihe ihs+ead. 
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X -foi/hd ou+ +he reasoh Hon +ook os +o +b»e 
wa+er ^>ark +oday»‘ X+ was Kal-f-^rice -for fanilies. 
Uh-for+uha+ely, i+ looked like jus+ abou+ every 
■fanily ih +b»e s+a+e was +here, +oo. 


VJheh we 30+ +Kroo^K +he ^a+es, Hon reh+ed a 
s+roller -for Hahhy. X cohvihced her +0 s^>ehd a 
li++le nore nohey ahd reh+ a double s+roller, 
because X khew i+ was cjohha be a loh^ day ahd 





I^on parked -fKe s+roller hear +he wave pool, which 
was so crowded ^ou could barely eVeh see -the wa+er. 
A/+er we pu+ oh our suhscreeh ahd -fouhd a place 
+o si+, X -fel+ a -few raihdrops, ahd +heh X heard 
+huhder. Xheh ah ahhouhceneh+ cane over +he 
loudspeaker. 



' E-Ver^ohe hi+ +he exi+s ahd 30+ ih +heir cars. £>ui 
wi+h all +he people +ryih^ +o leave a+ +he exac+ 
sane +ine, i+ was a +o+al +ra-f-fi'c Jan. 




Mahry -fried +o eh+er+aih everyohe iy -fellihj jokes. 
A-f -firs+ Mom ahd Pad were ehcourajihj Kim. 


KNOCK KNOCK. 
WHO’S THERE? YOUR 
UNDERWEAR. 



GOOD ONE/ 
MANNY? 


Birf a-ffer a wKilfc; Mahvys jokes didh + eVeh 
make sehse. 


ONE TWO FREE 
FOUR FIVE. FIVE 
NAMED CUVE. 



Vsle were low oh c^as, so we K<*d +o -furh o-f-f +Ke 
air cohdi+ioher ahd warf -for +Ke ^arkih^ lo+ +o 
clear o^>. 


Ill 





Mon said she had a headache , ahd she weh+ +o 
+he back +o lie dowh. hour la+er -iraf-fic -fihall 
+hihhed ou+, ahd we 30+ oh+o +he highway. 


■for ^as 

la+er we were hone. Pad +old ne +o wake Mon u^>, 
bu+ wheh X looked ih +he back o-f +he s+a+ioh 
wa<^oh, Mon wash + -there. 


ahd about - 


■for-\y-{iv 


e nihu+es 


VJe s+o^ed 



For a -few nihu+es hobod^ khew where she weh+. 
Xheh we realized +he ohly ^>lace she could be was 
a+ +he <^as S+a+ioh. She nus+Ve «jo++eh ou+ +o use 
+he ba+hroon wheh we s+o^ed, ahd hobody ho+iced. 


Sure ehou^h; +ha-ts where she was. VJe were 
+o see her, bu+ X doh+ +hihk she was +oo h 
+o see US. 
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Mon didh + really say ahy+hihcj oh +Ke ride back. 
Sone+hihg -tells ne shes had her -fill o-f fanily 
-to^e+herhess for a while, ahd -tha+s <^ood, 
because X have, -too. 


Suhday 

X really wish we didh+ op oh +ha+ +ri^> yes+erday, 
because i-f we s+ayed hone, ny -fish would s-till be alive. 

Before we le-ft -for our +ri^ X "fed ny -fish* ahd Mon 
said X should •feed Rodricks -fish; +oo. Rod rick s -fish 
was ih a bowl oh -to^> of -the refri^era+or, ahd Xn 
^re+ty sure Rodrick hadvvt fed his -fish or cleahed 
+he bowl ohce. 
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X •fhihk Rodricks -fisK w as livih<^ o-f-f o-f +he al^ae 
c^rowih^ oh +he cjlass. 



VJheh Mon saw Rodn'cks howl, she +hou<^h+ ■+ 
was dis^us+ih^. So she -took his -fish ahd ^>u+ i+ ih 
ny howl. 



VJheh we 30+ hone -fron -+he wa+er ^>ark, X 

r\y 

i+ wash+ a hi^ ny 

wha+ ha^ehed +o h<r*>. 
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I d,dh'+ eVeh KaVe -hne +o -feel Srtd abou+ i+, 
because -today was Fa+Ker’s Pay ahd we all Kad +0 

3 ° 




I'll +el! you -rtvs: X/ Xn ever a dad, you’re ho+ 
cyjhha see ME dressih^ u^> ih a sKi'rH- ahd +ie ahd 
^oih^ +o Leisure Towers oh Fa+Ker’s Pay. X’m 
^ohha ^o o-f-f by mysel-f ahd KaVe sone FUN. B>u+ 
Mon said sKe -iFou^K+ i+ would be c^ood -for +Ke 
+Kree ^ehera+iohs o-f He-f-fley neh -to be io^e-lFer. 



because Pad asked ne wKa+ was wroh^. X +old Kin 
X was bunned ou+ because my -fisK died. Pad said 
Ke didh+ really khow wKa+ -to say because Ked 
heVer Kad a ^>e+ die before. 
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\\t said he used +o have a do^ haned Uu-Hy wheh he 
was a kid ^ bu+ Llu-Hy rah away +o a bu++erfly -farm. 



X*Ve heard Pad -fell +his sane s+ory abou+ Uu++y 
ahd "the bu-Her-fly -farn a nillioh iines, bu+ X didh+ 
wahha be rude ahd cu+ him 


Xheh Grahd^a s^>oke u^> ahd said he had a "coh-fessioh" 
+o nake. \\t said +ha+ Llu-Hy didh + ac+ually ruh away 
+o a hu++er-fly -farn. Grahd^a said wha+ REALLY 
ha^ehed was +ha+ he accideh+ally rah over +he do^ 
wheh he was backih^ his car ou+ o-f +he driveway. 
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Grahd^a said he made u^> +he bu-H-er-fly -farn s+ory 
so he didn't have -fo +ell Pad +he +ru+h; bu+ +ha+ 
how -they could have a c^ood laucjh over i+. 



Bu+ Pad was MAD. He +old us +o <^e+ ih +he car, 
ahd he left Grahd^ wi+h "the till -for bruhch* Pad 
didh+ say dhy+hih<^ oh -the way hone. He jus+ 
droned us o-f-f a+ -j-he house ahd drove away. 



Pad was ^ohe -for a loh^ +ime, ahd X was s+ar+ih^ 
+o -HvhJc naybe he was ^ohha jus+ -take +he res+ o-f 
+he day -for hinsel-f. Bu+ he showed u^> ah hour 
la+er carryih^ a bic^ cardboard box. 
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Pad ^>u+ -the box oh +he -floor, ahd believe i+ or 
ho+, +here was a DOG ih -there. 



Mon didh+ seen +oo -thrilled -tha+ Pad weh-1- ou-t 
ahd bou^hi a do^ wi-thou-t checkih^ wi+h her -firs-t. 
X doh+ -thihk Pad has ever eVeh bou^h+ a ^air 
o-f ^>ah+s -for hinsel-f wi-thou-t ^e-t-tihcj Mons OK 
be-forehahd. B>u-t X +h<hk she could see +ha+ Pad 
was ha^>w, so she le+ him kee^> i+. 


A+ dihher Mon said we should cone u^> wi+h a hane 
■for -the docj. 
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X wah+ed +o hane i+ sone+hihc^ cool like Shredder or 
Ri^jaw, ko+ Mon said ry ideas were +oo "violeh-h" 


Mahirys ideas were a whole lo+ worse, -though* He 
wah+ed +o hane +he do<^ ah ahimal hane like 



Rodrick liked +he ahimal hame idea, ahd he said we 
should call +he do^ Xur+le. 



+hoi^h+ +h<*+ was a really +errit>le idea, because 
+he do^ is a BOY, w+ « g,'rl. 


u<? 




Bu+ te-fore ary o-f us could £3^+ i+, Pad agreed 
wi+h Hons idea. 



X +hihk Pad was willih^ +0 30 wi+h alry+Kih^ Hon 
cane u^» wi+h i-f i+ neah+ t>e didh + have +0 +ake 
+Ke do3 tack. B>u+ sone+Ki^3 +ells ne Uhcle Joe 
would ho+ a^roVe o-f our do3S hane. 


Pad +old Rodrick he should 30 +0 -the nail +0 tu^ 
a towl ahd 3e+ -the do3S hane ^>rih+ed oh i+, ahd 
heres wha-l" Rodrick cane tack wi+h — 


s hfEA‘t'< 
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X ^t»ess +ha+s w^d+ you ap.\ wheh you sehd +he 
wors+ speller ih +he -fdmiy o-f-f +o do your errdhds. 

VJedhesd<y 

X w ds redly w^eh we 30+ our do^ d+ -firs+, 

t>U"l’ how Xn s+dr+ih^ -to hdVe secohd +Kou^K+s. 

The do^s dc+udiy beeh drivih^ me crazy. A -few 
hi<^h+S d^o d commercial cdme oh TV, ;+ 
showed some ^o^hers ^o^ih^ ih dhd ou+ o-f +heir 
holes. Swee+ie seemed ^re*Hy ih+eres+ed ih +hd+, so 
Pdd Sdid — 

WHERE ARE THE \ 

GOPHERS, SWEETIE? 

VWHERE ARE THEY, BOY ? J 



Thd+ 30+ Swee+ie dll riled u^>, dhd he s+dr+ed 
bdrkihg d+ -the TV. 
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How Swee+ie barks a+ +Ke TV CONST ANTL.Y, 
ahd -fKe ohly +Kih^ -+K<*+ ^e+s Kin -to s+o^> is wKeh 
+Ke connercial wi+K +Ke oopKers cones back oh. 



wKa+ really buc^s ne about - -tKe do^ is +Ka+ Ke 
likes +o slee^» ih ny bed, ahd Xn afraid Kell bi+e 
ny Kahd off if X try +o noVe Kin. 



Ahd Ke doesvvt jus+ slee^j ih ny bed. He sleeps 
ri^Kt" snack ih +Ke ni ddle. 
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Pad cones ih ny Toon a+ 7*00 every morhih^ +o 
+ake Swee+ie ou+. Bu+ X c^uess ne ahd +he doc^ 
have sone+hihcj ih connoh, tecaose he doesh + like 
^e++ih<^ oo+ o-f bed ih +he norhih^, ei+her. So Pad 
+orhs +he li^h+s oh ahd o-f-f +o +ry +o nake +he 
do^ wake o^>. 
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Yes+erdty Pad couldhi Sweetie +o op ou+side, 
so he -tried sone+hih^ hew. \\t weh+ +o +he -froh+ 
of +he house ahd rah<^ +he doorbell, which made 
+he do^ shoo+ ou+ o-f bed like a rocke-h 


Xhe ohly problem was, he used ry -face as a 
lauhchih^ f>ad. 



X+ nus+ve beeh raihih^ ou+side -this norhihg, because 
wheh Swee+ie cane back ih he was shiverih^ ahd 
soakih^ we+. Xheh he -tried +o c^e+ uhder +he covers 

, +he nudd^ hahd 

yveh ne a lo+ of ^rac+ice wi+h +his sort - of +hihg, 
so X was able +o kee^> him ou+. 
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Thursday 

XKis morhihcj Pad wash + able +o <^e+ +he docj ou+ 
o-f ry ted ho ma++er WMAT he +ried. So he weh+ 
+o work, ahd abou+ ah hour la+er Swee+ie woke me 
up +o -take h im ou+side. X wrapped rysel-f ih ry 
blahke+ ahd +heh !e+ +he do<^ ou+ +he -froh+ door 
ahd wai+ed -for hin +o do his tusihess. £>u+ Swee+ie 
decided +o make a ruh -for i+, ahd X had +o chase 
a-f+er him. 
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Y 00 khow, X W as AC+UaII 
summer oh-ftl Swee+ie came alohc^. 

+wo +Kih^S -+KA+ are +Ke moS+ im^or-t-ah+ +o me" 
■televisioh ahd slee^>. 


He s ruihihcj +K< 


haVih^ a ^>re-Hy deceh+ 


Ahd y ou khow Kow Pad is always ^e++ih0 oh m y 
case. atou+ l^ihg aroohd all da^? VJell, Swee+ie is 
■twice as tad as me, tu+ Pads CRAZY about - 
+Ka+ do^. 



X doh+ +Kihk +Ke -feelihc^ is mu+ual, -tKou^K. Pad 
is always +ryihc^ -to ^e+ +Ke do^ +0 ^ive Kim a kiss 
oh +Ke hose, but - Swee+ie woh + do i+. 




X cah kihd o-f uhders+ahd why +he do^ doesh-l’ 
like Pad. 



Xhe ohly ^ersoh Swee+ie really likes is Mon, eveh 
■though she barely ^>ays hin ahy a++eh+ioh. A^d X 
cah +ell +h«*H‘*s s+ar+ih^ +0 drive Pad a li+-He hu+s. 
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X +hihk Swee+ie is JusT more of a ladies’ mah. So 1 
c^uess iha+s Some+hih^ else we have ih commoh. 


JULY 

Saturday 

LasT hi^h+ X was workih<^ oh a hew comic +o 
replace "Li*l Cu+ie.’ X -figured There would be a lo+ 
of com^e+i+ioh -for +he o^eh sloT, so X wah+ed To 
come u^> wi+h some+hihtj +h<*T really s+ood ouT. X 
made u^> +his comic called "He^, People/" +ha+s 
sorT o-f like a hal-f car+ooh, hal-f advice columh. X 
■figure. X cah use i+ To make -the world a beT+er 
f>lace, or aT leas+ a beTTer place for ME. 



UM... LET'S 
SEE... I 
GUESS... 
HIM... 
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WHEN ORDERING FROM A FAST-FOOD 
RESTAURANT, TRY TO DECIDE WHAT 
YOU WANT BEFORE YOU GET TO THE 
FRONT OF THE LINE. 




WHEN IN PUBLIC, KINDLY REFRAIN 
FROM DISCUSSING DETAILS OF YOUR 
RECENT SURGERY. 


X -fibred sihce Pad reads +Ke conics, X ni^K+ as well 
wri+e a -few +ha+ were s^ecrfically +ar^e+ed a+ Kin. 



AFTER YOU'RE DONE WITH YOUR 
SHOWER, PLEASE RINSE YOUR HAIR 
OFF THE SOAP? 



X would Ve wri++eh a buhch o-f conics las+ hi<^h+, 
bu+ Swee+ie was drivih<^ nt crazy ahd X couldh + 
cohceh+ra+e. 


VJKile X was drawihc^, +he do^ was si-Hihc^ oh nr 
pillow licki 

really ^e++ih^ ih+o i+. 


h^ his ^aws ahd his -tail, ahd he was 



VJheheVer Swee+ie does +ha+, X have +o remember 
+o -fli^ +he pillow over wheh X 30 +o ted. Las+ 
hi^K+ X •for^o+, ahd wheh X lay dowh X ^>u+ my 
head ^'3^+ oh +he we+ Sf>o-h 


S^eakih^ o-f lickih^, Swee+ie -fihally kissed Pad 

because Pad had ^o+a+o 
chi^s oh his brea+h; ahd X +hihk do^s have ah 
au+oma+ic res^ohse +o +ha+ sor+ o-f 
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las+ hic^h'K X+s probably 




X didhi have ihe heari io iell Pad ihai Sweeiie 
had Jusi Sf>ehi ihe ^>asi hal-f hour oh ny pillow 
lickih<^ his rear ehd. 

Ahyway, Xh ho^>ih0 X cah wriie a -few nore 
conics iohi<^hi, because X™ hoi ^ohha be able io 
<^ei ahy work dohe ionorrow. Xonorrows ihe 
Xour+h o-f July, ahd Mon is nakih^ ihe whole 
■fanily 30 +0 ihe iowh ^ool. 

X iried +0 ^ei oui o-f ii, nosily because X wahi 
+0 nake ii ihr ou^h ihe sunner wiihoui havihg +0 
walk ^>asi ihe shower ^uys. Bui X ihihk Mon's 
siil I ho^>ih0 io have ohe ^er-feci -fanily day ihis 
sunner, so ihere's ho use -fi^hiih^ ii. 
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MohdAy 

My T^our+h o-f July s+Ar+ed ou-t ^>re-Hy rouc^h- Vlheh 
X 30+ +0 -the ^>ool , X "tried +0 "through "the 
locker room as quickly as X could. Bu+ -the slower 
^uys were reAlly chA++y, Ahd -they didh-t nAke i+ 
eAsy oh me. 


HEY, GREG, HOW'S^ 
THE FAMILY? 



PATRONS 

MUST 

SHOWER 


BEFORE 

ENTERING 

POOL 



Xheh Mon "told ne she left her suh^Usses ou+ ih 
■the cAr, so X h«d +0 30 BACK -through "the 
shower AreA -to -the ^>Arkih0 lo+. X wore Mons 
suh^Usses oh -the re+urh -t ri o +0 nAke i+ cleAr X 
WASh+ ih+eres+ed ih cohVersA+ioh, tu+ +hA+ didh + 
work ou-t so ^ood; ei+her. 
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HEY GREG, WHERE'D 
YOU GET THOSE 
COOL SHADES? 



Seriously, X wish +hose <^uys would j us+ -take a 
shower a+ home be-fore +hey came +o -the ^ool. 
Because ohce you see somebody like -fh<»+, you cah 
heVer look a+ +hem +he same way a^aih. 




A -f+er X ,30+ ^>as+ +Ke locker room, +Ki^s did^l 
^e+ a whole lo+ ke-Her. Xhe scehe w as jus+ ako^ 
how X remembered i+, exce^>+ more crowded. X 
^uess everyohe had +he sane idea +0 s^»ehd +he 
Fourth a+ +he ^>ool. 



~The ohly -time +he ^ool cleared 00+ was wheh -the 
li-fe^oard called a -fi-f+eeh-mihu+e res+ break ahd all 
+he kids had +0 ^e+ 00+ o-f +he wa-fer. 

X +Kihk +he idea behind res+ kreaks is +0 ^ive 
adol+s a li-Hle +ime -to ehjo^ +he 
kr\ow how +Ke^Ve su^osed +0 relax wi+h -three 
hohdred kids wai-h'hg -for +he kreak +0 ke over. 
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Vslheh X was yooh^er X used +o jus+ op swim ih 
+Ke ^>ool dorih^ +he -fi-f+eeh-mihu+e res+ 
breAk, bu+ +Ka-+ was be-fore X khew wha+ weh+ 
oh ih +Kere. 


MAMA, I'M 
PEEING! 



Xhe ohly AreA o-f +he ^>ool +Ka+ wasv\ + a com^le+e 
nAdKouse was +he dee^> ehd, Ahd +Ka+’s where +he 
divih^ boArds Are. X hAVeh + beeh ih -the dee^> ehd 

eArs o 

me ih+o jom^ihc^ o-f-f +he hi^h dive. 


sihce X was ei^h+ 


Id, wheh Rodrick +Alked 
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Rodnck was dlwoys +ryih^ +o ^e+ me -to jum^ off 

red II 

me. \\e -fold me X heeded +o coh^uer ny fears or 
I'd heVer become d mdh. 





XKeh ohe ddy Rodnck +old me +h*+ -there WdS d 
clowh d+ -the +0^ of +he divih^ bodrd who wd s 
Kdhdih^ ou+ -free -toys, dhd +hd+ 30+ ry d+-teh-Woh. 


Bo+ b^ +he -time X re dlized Rodrick WdS -full o-f 
bdlohey, i+ WdS +00 ld+e. 
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Anyway , +0(1 ay Mon 30+ ever^/ohe +o^e+her +o 30 
+o +he Richie area because +hey were ^ivihg oo+ 
•free wa+ermeloh. 


E>u+ Xve cjo+ a -fear o-f wa+ermeloh, +oo. Rodrick 
is always +ellih^ me +ha+ i-f you ea+ +Ke seeds, 
+Keh a wa+erneloh will c^row ih your s+onacK. 
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X doh + khow i-f hes +ellih<^ +he +ro+h or ho+, t>o+ 
schools ohl^ a couple o-f noh+hs awa^, so X^ ho+ 
willih^ +o +ake +he risk. 



VJheh i+ s+ar+ed ^e++ihg dark, everyohe po+ +heir 
t>lahke+s oo+ oh +he lawh +o wa+ch +he -fireworks 

■for a loh^ 

+ine, t>o+ ho+hih^ was happehih^. 



Xheh soneohe cane oh +he loudspeaker ahd said 
+ha+ +he show was cahceled because soneohe left 
+he -fireworks oo+ ih +he raih las+ hi^h+ ahd +he^ 
cjo+ soaked. Sone li++le kids s+ar+ed +o cry, so a 
couple o-f ^rowh-ops +ried +o crea+e +heir owh 
■fireworks show. 
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Luckily, +he -fireworks display a+ +he couh+ry club 
dowh -the road s+ar+ed righ+ abou+ +Keh. X+ was a 
li++le hard +0 see over +he -frees, bu+ a+ -iXa+ ^oih+ 
X doh+ -fhihk ahyohe really cared. 
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"Tuesday 

Iks norhihcj X w as si-t+ih 0 a-t -the krtcheh -table 
■fli^ih^ -through "the conics, ahd X cane across 
sone+bwh^ -that - alnost" nade ne S^>rt out - ny cereal. 



X+ was a -two-^>ac^e back— to-school ad, n 3^ + where 
ahy kid could see H\ 


BACK TO SCHOOL 

Blowout &U/ — 



Save on: slacks, v-neck sweaters, 
dungarees, pleated skirts, vests, and 
much, much more! 


ONLYATMORTIE'S! 


All Items 

50 % 

OFF 


X cah-t believe rts ac+oally LEGAL -to ruh a 
back— to-school ad -two noh+hs be-fore school 
s+arts. A *\joY\t who would do -tha+ kihd o-f 
nus+ really ho-t like kids. 
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Xn sure back— to-school ads are <^ohha s+arl- 
^opf>ihg u^> all over +he ^>lace how, ahd -the hex+ 
-thihc^ you khow, Worn is ^ohha be -tellih^ me i+S 
■time +o o^o clo+hes sho^ihc^. A^d wi+h Mom, 
■tha+s ah all-day affair. 



So X asked Mom if Pad could -take me clo+hes 
sho^ih^ ihs+ead, ahd she said yts. X +hihk 
she saw i+ as some kihd of fa+her-soh bohdihg 
o^ortuhi+y. 

But- X "told Pad he could jus+ ^o wi +hou+ me ahd 
Y>ick ou+ whatever he wahied. 
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VJell, THAT was a dumb move, because Pad did 
all of his sho^ih^ a+ +he pharmacy. 



Be-fore X saw +ha+ ad, my day was bad ehou^h 
already. X+ raihed a^aih +his mornih^, so Swee+ie 
■tried +o c^e+ uhder -the covers wi+h me a-f-ter Pad 
■took h im out\ 


X ^uess X muS+Ve beeh a lrt+le off my <^ame, 
because -the do^ -fouhd a <ja^> be+weeh -the blahke+ 
ahd -the bed ahd maha^ed +o ^e+ -through. 


Ahd le+ me -tell you, -theres ho-thihg more -terri-fyih^ 
■thah beih^ -traced uhder your covers wearih^ ho+hih^ 
bu+ uhderwear wi-th a we+ do^ crawlih^ all over you. 
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X was s+ewi>Y0 ai>ou+ +he doc^ ahd +ha+ back— to- 
sc^ool ad wKeh my whole day "h/rhed arouhd. Mom 
had ^rih+ed ou+ some ^n'c+u res -from +he Four+h, 
ahd she le-ft +hem lyih^ oh +he ki+cheh iable. 


Ih ohe o-f +he ^>ic+ures you could see a li-fe^uard ih 
+he back^rouhd. X+ was a li-Hle hard +o -tell, tu-f 
X'm ^>re+-ty sure +he li-fe^uard was Hea+her Hills. 
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1+ was so crowded a+ +he ^>ool yes+erday +hd+ X 
didh + eveh ho+ice +he li-fe^uards. A^d i-f +h<»+ really 
WAS Hea+her Hills, X cahT believe X nissed her. 


Hea+her Hills is -the sis+er o-f Holly H'lls, who is ohe 
o-f +Ke cu+es+ ^irls ih my class. Bu+ Hea+hers ih 
WIGI-I school, which is a whole di-f-ferehi league 
+hah middle school. 


HEATHER 

HILLS 



-This Hea+her H'lls +hih<^ is chah^ih^ my whole 
^ers^ec+iVe oh -the +owh pool. Xh -fac+, X™ 
s+ar+ih^ +o re+hihk my whole SUL'Il^lER. The docj 
has ruihed all -the -fuh o-f beih^ a+ home, *hdX 
realized +h»+ i-f X doh+ do some+hih^ <^uic k, 1 
woh + have ahy+hih^ ^ood +o say aboo+ my Vaca+ioh. 

m 



o 



bark bark 

ftARK BARK 
BARK BARK 



So s+ar+ihg iomorrow Xm ^ohha have a whole hew 
a++i+ude. Ahd ho^e-fully iy -iXe +ime X ^e+ back 
+o school, XII have a hi^h school ^irl-friehd, +oo. 


Vledhesday 

Mom was really ha^y X was willih^ +o 30 +o +he 
^»ool wi+h her ahd Mabry ioday, ahd she said she 
was ^roud X was -fihally ^u++ih0 my -family ih 
froh+ o-f Video <^ames. X didh+ meh-h'oh Hea -1‘her 
Hills +o Mom, because X doh + heed her cje++ih^ ih 
+he middle o-f m y love life. 





Vlheh we 30+ -there, X wah+ed +0 op s-trai<^h+ +0 
-the ^>ool area ahd see i-f H^a-ther was oh duty. £>u-t 
■theh X realized X d better be prepared ih case 
she was. 

So X made a pit stop ih the bathroom ahd lathered 
mysel-f ih suhtah oil. Xheh X did a buhch o-f push-ups 
ahd sit-ups +0 really make my muscles pop. 



X was probably ih -there -for about -fi-fteeh mihutes. X 
was checkih^ mysel-f out ih the mirror wheh X heard 
someohe ih a stall clear his throat. 




VJell, +ha+ was ^>re++y embarrassihg, because i+ 
meah+ whoever was ih +here could see me flexihc^ ih 
froh+ o-f +Ke mirror -the whole +ime. A^d i-f +ha+ 
^ersoh was ahy+hih^ like ME, he couldh + 30 +o 
+he ba+hroom uh+il he h«d com^>le+e privacy. 


see my 

•face, so a+ leas+ he didh-i" khow who X was. X 
was jus+ abou+ +o sli^ ou+ o-f +Ke ba+hroom wheh 
X heard Horn a+ +he froh+ o-f -the locker room. 




Mom wah+ed +o khow wha+ +ook me So lohc^ ahd 
why X looked so sriihy, bu+ X was already 
lookihcj ^as - ! - her ahd scahhih^ +he lifeguard 
s+ahds -to see i-f He«*+her bjills was oh deck. 
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Ahd sure ehout^h, she w as. X weh+ ri^h+ over +o 
her ahd parked myself uhderhea+h her chair. 


E-Very ohce ih a while Xd say some+hih^ wi++y , 
ahd X +hihk X was defihi+ely im^ressih^ her. 



Xd ^e+ Hea+her a hew cu^> of wa+er wheheVer i+ 
looked like she heeded a re-fill , ahd every -time some 
kid would do some+hih0 wrohcj, Xd s^eak u^ so 
H ea+her didh + have +0. 
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VJhehever Hea+hers shif+ ehded, Xd -follow her +o 
her hex+ s+a+ioh. 'E-Very -four+h +ine, Xd ehd u^ 
ih -froM - o-f where Mon was sli+ih^. A^d le+ ne 
■fell you, i+s ho+ ea sy +o he snoo+h wheh your 
no+her is SiT+ih^ -five fee+ away. 

/ N 

DO YOU WANT ME TO 
GET YOU SOMETHING 
FROM THE SNACK BAR, 

HONEY BUNCHES? 




X jus+ hope bjea+her khows -tha-h X would do 
ANYTHING for her. X-f she wah+s someohe -to 
pu+ suh+ah lo+ioh oh her hack or -towel her off 
after she takes a dip ih the pooh Xh> the mah 
for the job. 


X basically huh^ ou+ with Heather uh+il i+ was 
■time +o ^o. Oh my way home X was thihkih^ 
that - if -the rest - of my Vacatioh ^oes like -today, 
■this WILL be +he best - summer ever, jus+ like 
Mom predic+ed. Xh fac+, -the ohly +hih^ -tha-I 
cah ruih -thih^s how is "that s+upid muddy hahd. 
Xrn Sure iTll show up a t the exact - wroh^ momeh+ 
ahd spoil eVery+hih^. 


/GREG WEFFLEY, DO YOU\ 
TAKE WEATHER WILLS TO 
V BE YOUR LAWFULLY j 
\ WEDDED WIFE? / 
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Vledhesday 

Xve keeh hah^ih^ ou+ wi+h Hea+her every sih^le 
day -for -+Ke ^as-f week. 

X realized ny friehds a+ school will hever believe 
i+ wheh X "tell +hen akou+ me ahd Hea+her, so X 
asked Hon +o -take a ^ic+ure o-f ne s+ahdir\^ hex+ 
+o -the lifeguard chair. 

Hon didhd- have her canera, so she had +o use her 
cell ^>hohe. Bo+ she couldh + -figure. ou+ how -to -take 
a ^>ic+ure wi+h i+, ahd X ehded u^> s+ahdihg +here 
■for a loh<^ +ine lookih^ like a -fool. 


/PRESS... THE 
LITTLE... 
V, GREEN... 

A BUTTON ! 
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X -finally 30+ Mom +0 ^>ress +he ri^h+ to+^oh +0 
-hake a ^>ic+ure, tu+ wheh she did, +he camera was 
^•oih+ed +he wroh^ way ahd she +ook a pic-h/re o-f 
hersel-f. See, +his is why X always say +ha+ 
■techholoc^y is was+ed oh ^rowh-u^s. 


X 30+ Mom -to ^oih+ +h 
+ha-h momeh+ her ^>hohe 


e camera a+ me, to+ ric^h+ a+ 
rah^ ahd she ahswered i+. 



Mom talked •for at>ou+ -five mihu+es, ahd by +he 
+ime she was dohe, Hea +her was oh +0 her hex-|- 
shi-f+. +ha+ didh+ s+o^ Mom -from +akihg +he 
^>ic+ure ahyway. 
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Frid< 




Relyihcj oh Horn -for my ride +o -the ^>ool is s+ar+ih^ 
+o become a problem. Horn doesh + wah^ +0 ^0 +0 
+he ^>ool every day, ahd wheh she DOES 30, she 
ohly s+ays a -few hours. 


X like +0 be a+ -the pool -from +he +ime i+ opehs 
uh+il +he +ime i+ closes so X cah maximize my 
+ime wi+h Hea+her. X wash + abou+ +0 ask 
Rodrick +0 drive me +0 -the pool ih his vah 
because he always makes me si+ ih +he back/ ahd 
■there are ho seats. 


X realized X heed my OWN trahsportatioh, 
ahd luckily X -fouhd a solutioh yesterday. 
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0 he o-f our hei^htors le-ft a tike ou+ ty -the curt, 
ahd X -took i+ te-fore ahyohe else could. 



X rode +he tike hone ahd parked i+ ih +he 
<^ara^e. Vlheh Pad saw i+, he said i+ w as a "cjirl 
tike ahd X should ^e+ rid o-f i+. 


B»u+ X^l +ell you leas+ +wo reasohs a <yrl tike is 
te++er +h<*h a toy tike. Hunter ohe, ^irl tikes have 
ti^, cushiohy sea+s, ahd +ha+'s really in^>or-|-ah+ 
wheh you re riding ih your ta+hih^ sui+. 


GIRL SEAT 
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Ahd hunter -two, 31'rl tikes have +t>ose kaske+s oh 
+Ke Kahdlekars, which are ^ood -for canyihg ^our 
Video ^anes ahd Suh+ah lo+ioh. Plus, ny tike cane 
wi+h a tell, ahd +ha+ REALLY cones ih hahdy. 



Mohday 

X ^uess X shouldve khowh -+ha+ a tike -+ha+ 
was le-f+ ou+ wi+h +he +rash wash+ ^ohha las+ 
Ver^ lohg. 

X was ridih^ Kof’ie Iron +he ^>ool yes+erday, ahd 
+he tike s+ar+ed ^e-ttih^ all wottly. Xheh +he 

o-ff. So +oda^ X had 
+o ask Mon -for a ride +o +he ^>ool. 


■froh+ wheel ^>o^ed n'3h+ 
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Vlheh we 30+ there, Hon said X had +0 take 
Hahhy with ne through the locker room. She said 
hes ^e+tih^ +00 old +0 30 through the wonehs 
locker roon with her, so X ^uess -+hey nust have 
the sane shower si+oa+ioh ih there as -+hey do ih 
the nehs locker roon. 



X+ shouldve takeh about -five secohds +0 ^et 
Hahhy -from ohe ehd o-f the locker roon +0 the 
other, but it took about teh nihutes ihstead. 


Hahhy ^oes everywhere with Hon, so he had 
heVer actually BEEN ih a nehs to+hroon te-fore. 

He was really curious ahd wahted +0 check everythihcj 
out. At ohe ^>oiht X had to sto^> hin -from washih^ 
his hahds ih the urihal because X ^uess he thought 
it was a sihk. 
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X dicta + warrl - Mahhy +o have +o walk +hrou<^h 
+he shower area ahd see -the -thih^s Xve seeh. So 
X 30+ a -towel 00+ o-f ry ba^ ahd was c^ohha ^>u+ 
i+ over Mahhys eyes wheh we walked ^>as+ +he 
shower ^uys. Bu+ ih -the +wo secohds rt -took me +0 
^e+ ry -towel, Mahhy was ^ohe. Ahd you'll heVer 
believe where he weh-t. 



X khew X had +0 rescue Mahhy, so X closed ry 
eyes as -ti^h+ as X could ahd weh+ ih +0 save hir*». 
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X was redlly hervous di>ou+ +ouchiY^ ohe o-f +he 
shower ^uys, dhd -for d secohd +here X +hou^h+ 

X did. V 



X h<*d +0 o^eh ry eyes +o -fihd Mdhiry, dhd +heh X 
^rdtted bin dhd 30+ ou+ ds -fds+ ds X could* 


VJheh we 30+ +0 -the o+ber side, Mdhhy seened 
■fihe, i>u+ X doh + +hihk Xll ever +o+dlly recover 
•from +hd+ ex^>eriehce. 
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X kihd o-f s+a<^ered over +o my s^o+ uhderhea+h 
Hea+hers li-fe^uard chair. Xheh X s+arted -fakih^ 
deep brea+hs +o calm mysel-f dowh. 



Xi'Ve mihu+es la+er some kid who mus+ve ea+eh -too 
much ice cream +hrew up behihd Hea+hers chair. 
Hea+her looked behihd her, ahd +heh she looked 
dowh like she was wai+ih^ -for me +0 do some+hih^. 

X ^uess -the hoble ihih^ +0 do was +0 cleah up -the 
mess -for Hea+her, bu+ +his was really beyohd -the 
call o-f du+y. 

Ahyway, Xve beeh doihcj a lo+ o-f -thihkih^ la+ely, ahd 
Xve realized +ha+ X heed +0 le+ -this Summer romahce 
cool o-f-f a li+-He. 
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Flos, H^a+hers 301^3 off +0 col^e hex+ year, ahd 
■those loh^-dis-l-ahce rela-tiohshi^s ^eVer really seen 
+0 work oirh 



AUGUST 

Tuesday 

Vie rah ih+o -the Jeffersohs a+ -the so^>ermarke+ 
■today. Me ahd Rowley havehi s^>okeh +0 each 
o-ther ih over a noh+h, so i+ was kihd of awkward. 
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Mrs. Je-f-fersoh said +b>ey were biyihcj groceries 
•for +Keir +ri^ +o +he beach hex+ week. "Thai kihd 
o-f irri+a+ed me because +haVs where MY family 
was su^osed +0 30 +his summer. £>u+ -theft Mrs. 

J e-f-fersoU said some+hift^ -that - really -threw me 
•for a loop. ✓" 

r ' MOW WOULD 

GREGOR/ LIKE 
TO JOIN US?. 



Mr. J e-ffersoft didft + look -too -thrilled wi +h +ha+ 
idea, bu+ be-fore he could s^>eak u^> Mom coined ift. 

WHY, GREGOR/ WOULD 
LOVE TO* 






Some+hih^ abou+ +he whole ihcideh+ seemed a IrH-le 
+o me. Xrn kihd o-f 
se+u^>, wi+h Horn ahd Mrs. J c-f-fersoh cor\Sf>iriir\g +o 
^e+ me ahd Rowley tack +o^e+her. 




Believe me, Rowleys +he LAST ^ersoh X wah+ 
+o s^ehd a week wi+h* Bu+ +heh X realized i-f X 
weh+ +o +he beach wi+h +he Je-f-fersohs, X d ^e+ 
+o ride +he Crahiom Shaker. So maybe my summer 
woh + be such a bus+ a-f+er all. 


Mohday 

X khew X made a mis+ake comih^ oh +his beach 
+ri^ wheh X saw where we were s+ayihg. 




My -family always reh+s a cohdo ih +he Ki^K-rises 
ri^K'i' hear +he boardwalk, bo+ +Ke ^>lace w Kere -the 
Je-f-fersohs are s+ayi'h^ is a I03 cabih abou-|- -five 
miles -from +he beacK- VJe weh+ ihside +he cabih, 
ahd -there was ho TV or com^)i»+er or ANYTHING 
wi+h <* screeh oh rt. 

ha n 



X asked wha+ we were su^osed +o do -for 
eh+er+aihmeh+, ahd Mrs. J e-f-fersoh said — 



YOU COULD 
READ A BOOK! 
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X +hou^h+ +ha+ was a <^ood ohe, ahd X was 
aboui +o +ell Rowley his non was ^>re-Hy -fuh)ry. 
B>u+ she came tack a secohd la+er wi+h a buhch of 
readihc^ na+erial. 



So +h«+ juS+ CONFIRMED Mon was ih oh +his 

^>lah -fron +he be^ihhih^. 

All +hree J tfftrsohs read -their books ri^V*+ u^> 
uh+il i+ was -tine +o ea+. Pihher was OK, bu+ 
dessert was awful. Mrs. JeFFersoh is ohe of 
■those nons who sheaks heal+hy food ih-to your 
shacks, ahd her trowhies were Full of s^ihach. 

X doh+ +hihk i+s a ^ood idea -to ^rihd u^> ve^e+atles 
ahd ^>u+ -then ih kids* desserts, because +heh -they 
doh+ khow wha+ -the real -thih^ is su^osed +0 
-tas+e like. 
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~TKe -firsi +ine Rowley Rend a regular browhie was 
a+ ry house, ahd believe me, i+ wash + ^>re+-y. 



Af+er dihher Mrs. Je-f-fersoh called us all ih+o +he 
livihcj room +o ^>lay ^ames. X was ho^ih^ we were 
^ohha ^>la^ sone+R'h^ hormal like cards, bu+ +he 
Jeffersohs have +heir owh idea of fuh. 


Xhe Jeffersohs flayed a ^ame called X Love You 
Because, ahd wheh i+ was ry +urh, X passed. 


I LOVE YOU BECAUSE 
YOU'RE SILLY AND 
YOU MAKE ME LAUGH* 




Xheh we flayed charades, ahd wheh rt was Rowley s 
+urh, he was a do^. 


A CUTE, \ ( AN AWESOME, 
ADORABLE V FRIENDLY KID?, 



A+ atou-t X‘00 Mr. Je-f/ersoh -told os rt was -time 
•for ted. Xha+s wheh X -fouhd oo+ -the slee^ih^ 
si-tua-tioh a-t -the J t-f-ftrsohs' cabih was worse +hah 
•the eh+er-taihmeh-t si+ua-tioh. 
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X here w as ohly ohe ted, so X told Rowley we could 
make a deal- Vied -fli^ a coih, ahd ohe ^uy would ^et 
the ted ahd the other would slee^> oh the -floor. 

But Rowley took a look at the crus-ty sha^ carpet 
ahd decided he didht waht to risk it. X decided X 
washt willih^ +o slee^> oh the -floor, ei ther. So X 
30+ ihto ted with Rowley ahd just stayed as -far 
away -from him as ^ossitle. 


y 



Rowley started shorih^ ric^ht away, hut X was 
havih^ trouble -fallihc^ asleep with hal-f my tody 
hah^ih^ o-f-f H"he ted. X was -fihally startih^ +0 
drift off wh eh Rowley let out a scream like he was 
teih^ attacked- 
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Ror a secohd -there X -thoo^h+ +he noddy hahd 
had -finally cao^ht - o^> wi+h os. 



Rowleys pareh+s cane rohhih^ ih -to see wha+ 
ha^ehed. 


PANT, 

PANT 

Vi 



Rowley said he had a hi^h+nare +ha+ "there was a 
chickeh hidi^ ohderhea+h hin. 
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So Rowley s ^areh+s s^>ehi iKe hexi iwehiy nihuies 
iryih<^ +o caln Kin dowh ahd iellih^ Kin ii was Jusi 
a tad drean ahd iKere really was ho cKickeh. 



Motody to+Kered io cKeck oh Kow X was doih^ 
a-fier -fallih^ o-f-f iKe ted Ohio ny -face. 



^arehi room, wKicK was -fihe wiiK ne. Because 
wiiKoui Rowley ahd Kis cKickeh dreans io kee^> ne 
awake, X was atle io ^ei a c^ood hi^Kis slee^>. 


Vledhesday 

Xve teeh siuck ihside iKis catih -for iKree days 
how, ahd X n really siariih^ io lose ny nihd. 


l6<? 



Xve beeh +ryih^ Ao opr I - Hr. ahd Hrs. Je-fTersoh 
+o -take us +o -the boardwalk, bu+ +hey say i+s +00 
"hoisy” -there. 


Xve heVer c^ohe -this loh<^ wi+hou+ TV or con^u+ers 
or video ^anes, ahd Xhi s+ar+ih^ -to -feel kihd o-f 
des^era+e. VJheh Hr. Je-f-fersoh works la+e a+ hicjh‘ 1 ' 
oh his la^j+o^, X sheak dowhs+airs ahd wa+ch hi™ 
jus+ +o 




X*Ve -tried +o ^e+ Hr. Jt-f-ftrsoh -to let- ne use 
his la^+o^ a couple o-f -tines, bu+ he says iVs his 
work con^u+er’ ahd he doeshi wah+ ne -to ness 
ahy+hih^ u^. Last" hi^h+ X was a+ ny breakih^ 
^oih+, so X did sone+hih^ a IrH-le risky. 
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VJ^eh Mr. Je-f-fersoh 30+ u^> +o use -the ta+hroon; 
X jumped a+ ny c^ahce. 



X ra-Hled o-f-f ah e-nail +o Mon as <^uick as X 
could; +heh rah u^s-tairs ahd 30+ ih+o ted. 


TO: Heffley, Susan 
SUBJECT: SOS 


HELP HELP GET ME OUT OF HERE THESE 
PEOPLE ARE DRIVING ME CRAZY 


VJheh X cane dowhs+airs -for treak-fas+ +his norhih^, 
Mr. J e-f/ersoh didh + look +00 Ka^^y +0 see ne. 





Xt turhs out ihai X seht that e-noil fron Hr. 
Je-ffersoh’s work accouhi, ahd Hon ahswered back. 


TO: Jefferson, Robert 
SUBJECT: RE: SOS 

Family vacations can be a challenge! 
Is Gregory not behaving himself? 

- Susan 

X thought Hr. Je-ffersoh was ^ohha really lei ne 
have ii, but he didhi say anythin^ ai all. Xheh 
Hrs. Je-f-fersoh said naybe we could 30 io ihe 
boardwalk laier oh ihis afterhooh ahd s^ehd ah 
hour or iwo there. 



VJell, ihais all X was ever askih^ -for. A few 
hours is all X really heed. 
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X-f X cah jus+ ride +he Crahium Shaker ohce, X U 
■feel like +his -hri^> wash+ a +o+al was+e o-f +ine. 


Fri day 

Xrn tack hone -from +he teach +wo days early, ahd 
i-f you wahha khow +he reasoh why, iVs kihd o-f a 
loh^ s+ory. 


"The Je-f-fersohs +ook me ahd Fowley +o +he 
toardwalk yesterday af+erhooh. X wah+ed +o cjo 
oh +he Crahiurn Shaker ric^h+ away, tu+ +he lihe 
was +00 loh^, so we decided +o cje+ some food ahd 
cone tack la+er. 


Vie <jo+ sone ice crean, tu+ Mrs. J e-ffersoh ohl 
ordered ohe cohe for +he four o-f us +o share. 


/ 
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Mon c^ave me ■+Kir“l'y dollars +o s^>ehd a+ +Ke 
beacK> ahd X blew fweh-l-y o-f i+ oh +Kis ohe 
carhival ^ane. 


X was +ryih^ -to wih a ^iah+ s+u-ffed ca+er^illar, 
bu+ X +Kihk -+Key K*Ve +Kose cranes ricked so 
you cah + succeed. 



Rowley wa+cKed ne blow ny +weh+y dollars, ahd 
+Keh Ke asked K«S dad +o buy Kim +Ke EXACT 
sane ^iah+ ca+er^illar a+ a sKo^> hex+ door. A^d 
+Ke +Kih0 +Ka+ really s+ihks is +Ka+ i+ ohly cos+ 
Kin +eh bucks. 
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X +hihk Mr. Je-f-fersoh is nakihg a bi^ ni S+ake 
wi+h a noVe like +ha+. Mow Rowley -feels like a 
wihher eveh -j-hoi^h he ish+. 


X*Ve had ny owh ex^eriehce wi+h +ha-|- sor+ o-f 
+hih^. Las+ year wheh X was oh +he swin -fean, 
■they had +his special swin nee+ X 3 o •+ ihVi+ed +o 
oh a Suhday. 

CHAMPIONS SWIH MEET 







VJKen X showed op, X realized none of +he 
GOOD swimners were ■there. X+ was ohl^ +he 
kids who had hever woh a rittoh be-fore. 


A+ -firsi X was ^>re-Hy ha^y, because X ■thought' 
X ni^ht - ac+ually WIN sone+Kih^ -for ohce. 

X s+ill didh + do well, -though. Hv eVeh+ was +he 
100-ne+er -freestyle, ahd X 30+ so ^oo^ed +ha+ 

X h<»d +0 WALK +he last - la^>. 


4;*tl 


1 1 - — 

— 
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Bo+ -the judges didn't dis^uali-fy me. A^d a+ +he 
ehd o-f +he hi^ht", X 30+ a •firs-l'-^lace ribboh, 
which mV ^areh+s hahded +0 me. 
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Xh -fac+, EVERYONE walked away wi+h -firs+-^lace 
ribbohs, eVeh koruny Lam, who 30+ iurhed arouhd ih 
+he backs+roke ahd swan +he wroh^ way. 


1 


YOU ARE 

WINNER 

TO US! 

^XSL 


Vslheh X 30+ hone, X was coh-fosed. +heh 
Rodrick saw ne wi+h ny -firs+-^lace Chan^iohs 
ribboh, ahd he ^aVe ne +he scoo^>. 


nee+ is Jos -l" a 
scan ^>u+ oh by ^areh+s +0 nake +heir kids -feel 
like wihhers. 


Rod rick -hold ne +he Chanoiohs 
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X ^t»ess ^dreh+s -thihk -fheyVe doih^ +heir kids d 
■fdVor by <^oih<^ -through wi+h dll +hd+, bu+ i-f you 
dsk me, X +hihk i+ jus+ cduses more problems dowh 
■the rodd. 


X remember wheh X used +o be oh +he -tee-bdll 
+edm dhd everyohe would cheer eveh wheh X s+ruck 
ou+. "Theh +he hex+ yedr, ih juhior bdsebdll, dll my 
+edmmd+es dhd ‘♦'he o+her ^>dreh+s would boo me o-f-f 
■the -field i-f X droned d ^>o^> -fly or some+hih^. 


All Xm Sdyih^ is, i-f Rowleys ^>dreh+s wdhhd mdke 
him -feel ^ood dboui himsel-f, -they cdh+ do i+ how 
wheh he's d kid dhd +heh wdlk dwdy. XheyVe ^o+ld 
s+ick wiih him dll +he wdy -through* 
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A'f+er 'the ca+er^illar +hih^ we jus+ walked uy ahd 
dowh +he boardwalk, wai+ih^ -for +he lihe -for +he 
Crahium Shaker +o op dowh. Theh X saw some+hih^ 
■+ha+ 30+ my d-H-eh+ioh. 

x+ was 31’rl -from Rodricks keychaih ^ic+ure. 
B>u+ here's +he +hih^* She wash+ a real ^ersoh. 

She was a CARDBOARD CUTOUT. 



y / — 

SOUVENIR 

KEYCHAIN 

PHOTOS 

*5 

f) .• 





X -feli like ah idio+ -for ever -fhihkih^ +ha+ she was 
a real ^irl. Xheh X realized X could buy my OWN 
keychaih pic+ure ahd ingress all +he ^uys a+ school. 
X ni<^h+ eVeh he able +o make Some mohey by 
char^ih^ +hem +o look a+ i+. 
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X f>aid my -five tucks ahd ^>osed -for r\y ^>t>o+o. 
Uh-for+uha+ely, +he Jeffersohs 30+ ih+o +he ^ic+ure 
WITW r\t, so how my souvehir keychaih is pre++y 
much wor+hless. 



X was really mad, tu+ X -for^o+ all atou+ i+ wt*eh 
X saw +ha+ +he lihe -for +he Crahium Shaker was 
dowh +o a -few y>eo^>le. X rah over +o +he ride ahd 
used my las+ -five dollars +o ^ay -for a +icke+. 


X +hou^h+ Rowley was ri^h+ tehihd me, tu+ he 
was hahcjih^ tack atou+ +eh -fee+. X ^uess he was 
+oo scared +o ^o oh. 
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X was s+ar+ih^ +o have secohd nysel-f, 

bu+ .+ was +oo la+e. A£+er +he ride o^era+or 
s+ra^ed me ih, he locked +he ca^e ahd X khew 
■there was ho -turhihc^ back. 



Viell, X wish X had s^>eh+ more -time wa+chih^ wha+ 
+he Crahium Shaker ac+oally DID -to a ^>ersoh, 
because X heVer wouldve ^o++eh oh i-f X had. 
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X+ -fli^s you upside dowh at>ou+ a millioh +ines ahd 
+heh -throws you -toward -+Ke ^roohd so your -fact is 
about - Six ihches -from -the ^avemeht-. Xheh i+ sehds 
you s^ihhih^ backward u^> -to -the sky a^aih. 


A^d +he whole -time -the ca^e you re. ih is creakih^, 
ahd all -the bol+s look like -they re about" -to cone 
loose. X "Iried +o ^e+ someohe -to s+o^ -the ride, 
but" hobody could hear me over -the ^ouhdift^ heavy 
me+al music. 
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1+ was +he mos+ hauseous Xve ever fel+ ih my life. 
Ahd wheh X say +ha+, X meah eveh more +hah 
af+er X had +o ^e+ Mahhy ou+ o-f +he shower area 
a+ -the iowh pool. X-f +his is wha+ i+ -takes +o be a 
mah, X on defihi+ely hot - ready ye+. 


VJheh +he ride -fihally ehded, X could barely walk. 
So X sa+ dowh oh a behch ahd wai+ed for -the 
boardwalk +o s+op spihhih^. 


it * * 



X s+ayed -there a loh^ -time ahd -focused oh -tryihg 
hot - +o -throw up, while Rowley rode some rides 
-that - were more his speed. 

>ER BOATS (WWEEE?) 

IT V^>. 
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A-f+er Cowley was dohe wi+h his kiddie rides , his 
dad too 3U h in a bo^y ballooh ahd a shir+ -fron 
+he souvehir sho^>. 


ZrrS 

/ (/ survived\ \ 

L THE U 

CRANIUM 

shaker 
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/ / p*/ 7 / /q^rrr\S- > > , . tVY 

A half hour la+er X was -fihally ready "to +ry 
s+ahdih^ u^> ahd walkih^ aroohd a<^aih. B>u+ wheh 
X 30+ oh ny &et, Mr. J e-ftersoh said i+ was 
•tine +0 30. 

X asked h in l-f we could juS+ ^>lay a ^ ew ^anes ih 
■the arcade, ahd he said OK eVeh -though he didh + 
seen ha^y about - i+. 

X had s^eht - all -the nohey Mon ^aVe ne, so X "told 
Mr. Jz-f-fzrsoft -twehty dollars would probably do it - . 
But - all he was willihc^ +0 o-f-ftr ne was a dollar. 
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X +hihk +he orcAcie was +oo loud -for Mr. Ahd Mrs. 
Je-f-fersoh, so +he^ didh + wAh+ +o op ihside. Xhey 
■fold us -to 30 ih ty ourselves Ahd nee+ -then ou +side 
ih -feh mihu+es. 


X weh+ -fo -the i)Ack o-f -the ArcAde, where +he^ 
^AVe +his ^Ane cAlled Xhohder Vo l+. X s^>eh+ Akou-f- 
-fi-fiy dolUrs oh +Ka+ ^une Ias+ yt<xr, Ahd X 30+ 
+he hi<)h score. X WAh+ed Rowley +o see ny hAme 
a+ +he +o^> o-f -the lis+, kecAuse X WAh+ed +o show 
hin wKa- 1 - i+ was like +o wih Some+hihg wi+hou+ i+ 
keih^ k>Ahded +o you. 




Vlell, ry hame w as s+ill a+ +he +o^> o-f +he lis+, bu+ 
+he ^>ersoh who 30+ +he NEXT hi^hes-l’ score 
mus+Ve teeh jealous +hey couldhi be<»+ me. 


HIGH SCORES 

1. GREG HEFFLEY 25320 

2. IS All IDIOT 25310 

3. JARHEAD 71 24200 

4. RECKLESS 22100 

5. CRAUEM1 21500 

G. P0KECHIMP88 21250 

7. WILD DOG 21200 

8. ZIPPY. 20300 

9. SMARL CARL 20100 

10. LEIGHAHDREW 19250 


X uh^lu^ed +he machine +0 -\ry ahd wi^>e 
hi^h scores , bu+ -they were burhed ih+o +h 
^>ermaheh+ly. 


ou+ +he 
e screeh 


X was cjohha jus+ s^ehd our mohey oh sone o+her 
3a n\t, bu+ +heh X remembered a irick Rodrick 
+old me abou+, ahd X realized we could make +he 
dollar las-l - a lo+ loh^er. 
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I^e ahd Rowley walked ou+side ahd weh-f uhder^eaiK 
+he boardwalk. Xheh X slipped +he dollar till up 
be+weeh +he plahks o-f wood ahd waited -for our 
■firsi Vic+im. 

E-Veh+uaiy, a -teeha^er spo-Hed +he dollar s+ickih^ 
ou+ o-f -the boardwalk. 



VJheh he weh+ -to ^rab i+, X pulled +he dollar bill 
-through +he sla+ a+ -the las+ secohd. 
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X have +o hahd it’ -to Rodrick, because +his was 
ac+ually a lo+ of fuh. 



The -teeha^ers we ^>rahked wereh + too ha^y, 
though, ahd -they cane after us. Me ahd Rowley 
rah as fast - as we could, ahd we didhi s+o^ uh+il 
we were ^>re+ty sure we shook -those ^uys. 


But X STILL didhT feel safe. X asked Rowley -to 
show ne sone of the noVes he learhed ih kara+e so 
we could hahdle -those ^uys if -they fouhd us. 
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But- Rowley said hes a ^old bel-t ih kara+e ahd he 
wash + 301'hc^ +o -teach his moves -to a ' ho belt-.’ 



Vie hid -there a while more, but- -the -teeha^ers 
heVer showed u^>, ahd eveh-tually we decided -the 
coas+ was clear.^ha+s wheh we realized we were 
uhderhea+h Kiddie Lahd, so -there was a whole hew 
ba+ch o-f vic-tims for our dollar hill trick ri^ht- above 
our heads. A^d we ^o+ a KlUCI-l be+t-er reac+ioh 
out - o-f -those kids -thah we did -from t"he -teeha^ers. 




Bu+ ohe o-f +he kids was really -fas+, ahd he 
+he dollar before X could pull i+ 
dowh. So me ahd Rowley had +o 30 up oh -the 
hoard walk +o ^e+ i+ hack. 




"This kid wash-t bud^ih^, -though. X "tried +o 
explaih +he cohcep-t o-f persohal property -to him, 
hu+ he STILL wouldh+ <yve us our mohey. 

X was ^e-t+ih^ pre-Hy frus-tra-ted wi+h "this kid, 
ahd -tha+s wheh Rowleys pareh-ts showed up. X 
was pre++y ^lad +o see -them because X -figured if 
ANYONE could -talk some sehse ih+o -this kid; rt 
was Hr. Jz-f-fzrsoft. 






Bu+ Mr. J tfftrso'n was mad, ahd X near* 
REALLY nod. sold he ohd Mrs. Jt-f-ftrsoh 
hod beeh lookihg oil over -for us -for -the ^os+ 
hour ohd +hey were reod^ +o coll +he police +o 
us nissihcj. 




~Theh he +old us we had +o ^e+ ih +he cor. B>u+ 
oh +he wo^ +o +he ^orkih^ lo+, we wolked f>os+ 
+he orcode. X osked Mr. J t-f-fersoh i-f we could 
^leose have oho+her dollor sihce we heVer did ^e+ 
+ha+ ohe he ^ave us. 

Bu+ X ^uess +ha+ wosh+ +he ri^h+ +hih0 +o 
ask, becouse he +ook us bock +o +he cor wi+hou+ 
soyiho o word. 






VJheh we 30+ back +0 -iRe cabih, Hr. Jeffersoh 
said me ahd Rowley had +0 30 s-lTai<^h+ +0 our 
room. "Thai really s-H>hk, because i+ wash+ eVeh 
8-00 ahd i+ was s+ill lic^h'l' ou+side. 


Bu+ Hr. Jeffersoh said we had +0 30 +0 bed ahd 
+ha+ he didh + wah+ +0 hear a ^ee^> ou+ of us 
uh+il norhih^. Rowley was +akih^ i+ really hard. 
From +he way he was ac+ih^, X doh + -thihk hes 
ever beeh ih trouble wi+h his dad before. 



X decided +0 li^h+eh +he mood a li++le bi+. X 
walked arouhd oh +he sha^ car^e+ ahd +heh ^ave 
Rowley a s+a+ic elec+rici+y shock as a joke. 
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Xha+ seemed +o c^e+ Rowley +o Sha^> ou+ o-f i+. 

\\t walked arouhd ih a circle -for atou+ -five mihu+es 
ruttih^ his -feei oh +he carpe+, ahd +heh 30+ me 
tack while X was trushih^ my -tee+h. 



X couldh+ le+ Rowley ohe-u^> me like +ha+, so 
wheh he 30+ ih+o ted X 30+ his to^y tallooh, 
polled tack +he ^iah+ rutter tahd, ahd le+ i+ ri^. 






X'f X had +o do i+ ac^aih, naybe X wouldh + have 
polled back so hard. 



Vlheh Rowley saw +he red nark oh his arn he 
screaned, ahd X khew +ha+ was ^ohha a-Hrac+ 
a++eh+ioh. Sore ehou^h, his pareh+s were u^> ih our 
roon ih -five secohds. 



X +ried +o ex^laih +ha+ +he nark oh Rowley s 
arn was -fron a rubber bahd; bu+ +ha+ didh + 
seen +o na++er +o -the J e-f/ersohs. 
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"They called my ^>areh+s, ahd +wo hours la+er Pad 
was a+ +he cabih +o f>ick me u^> ahd +ake me home. 



rouhd— lry +o come ^e+ me. Bu+ Mom wash + mad 
a+ all. She said +he ihcideh+ be+weeh me ahd 
Rowley was jus+ ' horseplay ahd she was ^lad 
we were "^>als” a^aih. 



E>u+ Pad is s+ill mad, ahd i+s beeh really chilly 
be+weeh us ever sihce we 30+ back. Moms beeh 
+ryih^ +0 c^e+ +he +wo o-f us +0 do some+hih^ like 
^o +0 +he movies +o^e+her so we cah ' make 
^eace," bu+ X +hihk ri^h+ how i+s bes+ -for me 
ahd Pad +0 jus+ s+ay 00+ o-f each o+her’s way. 
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X thihk Pad s tad mood is here to st ay, though; 
ahd yart of it has hothih^ to do with me. Vlheh 
X opehed u^> today’s ^>a^>er, here’s what X saw ih 
the Arts sectioh — 


Arts 


Beloved comic to continue 

" Li 7 Cutie ” to be earned on 
by original cartoonists son 

In a stunning development, Tyler Post, 
the son of “Li’l Cutie” cartoonist Bob 
Post, will take up the pen and cany on 
his father s enduring one-panel comic. 

“I didn’t really have a job or any big 
plans, so one day I said, ‘How hard can 
it be?’ ” said Tyler, who, at 32, is living 
with his father. It is widely believed that 
the Li’l Cutie character is based 
See CUTIE, page A2 

Related: Leisure Towers 
residents rejoice, page AS 

Last hic^ht Pad came ihto my room ahd talked to 
me, which was the first ti me we s^>oke to each 
other ih about three days. He said he wahted to 
make sure X was arouhd oh Suhday, ahd X said 
X would be. 


Later oh X heard him talkih^ to someohe oh the 
^hohe, ahd he seemed to be actih^ kihd of secretive. 
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Tyter Post wil pen new *U1 Cufe" comics, the first of 
which wil appear in the paper a week from Sunday. 



YES... AND I’LL LEAVE HIM 
WITH ENOUGH FOOD AND 
WATER FOR A WEEK. 




airy where ih ^>ar+icular oh Suhday, ahd +ha+ 
seemed +o make bin really uhcom-for+able. H e said 
ho, to+ he wooldh-l" look me ih -the eye. 

How X khew Pad washi iellih^ +he +ro+h, so X 
s+ar+ed +o <^e+ kihd o-f worried. Pad was willihcj +o 
sh<Y me o-f-f +o a military academy be-fore, ahd X 
wouldh+ ^u+ ahy+hih^ ^as+ hi™. 

X didh+ khow wh<*+ "to do, so X +old Rod rick 
wha+ was c^oihg oh ahd asked hi™ if he had ahy 
•theories abou-t wha+ Pad was u^> +o. H e "Fold me 
hed +hihk about - i+, ahd a lit“He while la+er he 
came u^> -to my room ahd shut - +he door. 
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Rod nek "fold me he +hoo^h+ Pod was so mad abou+ 
+he Rowley +hih^ -fha+ he was ^ohha cje+ rid of me. 



X wash-f sure i-f X believed him, because Rodrick's 
ho+ always 100% reliable. E>u+ Rodrick +old me i-f 
X didn't believe him X should 30 check ou+ Pad s 
day plahher ahd see -for myself. So X weh+ ih+o 
Pads office ahd o^>ehed his calehdar +0 Suhday, 
ahd heres wh«*+ X fouhd — 




Xn ^>re++y sore Rodrick was ^ollih^ ry le^, 
becaose i+ looked ah awfol lo+ like his hahdwri+ih^. 
Bo+ Pad s kihd o-f ah ohpredic+able ^oy, so X 
<^oess X II jos+ have +o wai+ oh+il Sohday +o khow 
•for sore. 


Sohday 

Ihe ^ood hews is Pad didh + sell me or ^ive r>e 
away "to ah or^haha^e +oday. "the had hews is, 
af+er wha+ hap^ehed, he probably will. 

A"!" aboo+ 10-00 +his norhih^, Pad said +o ^e+ ih 
+he car becaose he wah+ed +o +ake me ih+o +he ci+y. 
VJheh X asked wha+ for, he said i+ was a sor^rise. 




SHUDDER 


Oh +he way ih+o +he ci+y we s+op^>ed -for ^as. Pad 
had lef+ a ma^» ahd direc+iohs oh +he dashboard o-f 
+he car, so how X khew where we were ^oih^-* 1200 
Bayside S+ree+. 
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VJell, X was ^>re++^ des^>erd+e, so -for +he -firs+ 
+ine ever X used ry Ldd^bo^. 



X -fiftished ny cdll ri^K+ be-fore Pdd cdne Wk +o 
+he cdr, dftd we hedded ift+o +he ci+y. X jos+ 
wish X +ook d t>e++er look d+ +hd+ nd^>, becdose 
wheft we gulled o^> +o Bd^side S+ree+, X redlized 
i+ wds +he pdrkift^ lo+ -for +he tmsekdll s+ddion. 
Bo+ ly -theft i-t wds +oo ld+e. 



X+ +orfts oo+ Mon had boo^h+ os +icke+s +o +he 
bdsebdll ^dne -for sone s^ecidl -fd+her-soft toftdift^ 

i+ d sor^rise. 
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dftd Pdd wds +ryift^ +o kee^> 



Bu+ ft -took Pad a lohcj +ine -to ex^>laih all o-f 
+o +Ke co^s. A£tor Ke cleared +Kih^s u^> 
wi+h +he police, Pad wash+ ih -+Ke nood { or <x 
baseball c^ane, so he jus+ -took ne hone. 



X -fel+ kihd o-f bad because -the sea+s Mon ^o+ us 
were ih +he -third row, ahd i+ looked "to ne like 
•they cos-t a -for-j-uhe. 





Tuesday 

X -fihally fouhd out - wha+ that - ^>hohe call was all 
ai>ou+ -the o+her day. Pad had beeh oh -the ^>hohe 
wi+h Gr (Xr^r^cx } (X hd 'they were -talkih^ about- S wee-tie, 
hot - me. 


tAom ahd Pad had decided "to ^ive -the do^ +o 
Gramma, ahd Pad droned Swee+ie o-f-f oh 
Suhday hi^h+. To be hohes-t wi+h you, X doh + 
-thihk ahyohes really ^ohha miss him arouhd here. 



tAe ahd Pad haveh-t -talked "to each o-ther sihce 
-theh, ahd Xve beeh lookihcj -for excuses -to s+ay 
ou+ o-f +he house. X -fouhd a really ^ood ohe 
yes+erday. "There was a commercial oh TV -for 
-this s+ore called "the Game Hu+, which is where 
X buy all my Video ^ames. 
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Xhe^re havih^ a con^e+i+ioh where you ^>la^ a+ 
your local s+ore, ahd i-f you wih you ^e+ +o 
advahce +o +he ha+iohal ^la^of-fs. Ahd +he wihher 
o-f THAT <je+S a millioh tucks. 


Ihe com^e+i+ioh a+ ry local s+ore is oh Sa+urday. 
Xrn sure +here are ^ohha te a +oh o-f ^>eo^le a+ 
+ha+ +hih^, so X^ ^ohha op su^er earl^ io make 
sure X ^e+ a c^ood f>lace ih lihe. 


X learhed +ha+ +rick -from Rod rick. VlheheVer he 
wah+s +o ^e+ -ticke+s +o a cohcer+, he cam^s ou+ 
+he hi^h+ te-fore. Xh fac+, +ha+s where he me+ 
his tahds lead sift^tr, Bill. 
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Rowley ahd Kis dad canpih<^ all +Ke -fine , so 
X khew Ke Kad a +eh-h X called Rowley ahd -fold 
Rn abou+ +Ke Video ^ane coh+es+ ahd Kow we 
could wih a nillioh tucks. 

3u+ Rowley was ac+ih^ hervous oh +Kc pKohe. X 
+Kihk Ke was s+ill worried +Ka+ X K<*d elec+rical 
superpowers or some+Kih^, ahd +Ke ohly way +o 
^e+ Kirn +o caln dowh was +o pronise X wouldh + 
use +Kem oh Kim. 

fll l' N ' r '. 




l^-Veh after we were past - -tKat-, Rowley didh + 
seen confor+atle witR +Ke canpou+ idea. ti e said 
Kis non ahd dad tahhed Kim fron seeihc^ ne -for 
+Ke rest" of +Ke sunner. 


X pre+ty nucK -figured "iRat - , tu+ X K<*d a plah 
+o ^e+ arouhd it". X +old Rowley +Ka+ Xd +ell 
ny pareh-ts X was ^oih^ up -to Kis Kouse +o spehd 
+Ke hi^KR ahd Ke could "tell Kis pareh+s Ke was 
<^oihg +o Collihs. 
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Rowley STILL didh-f seen sure, so X +old Kin 
Xd trih<^ K in Kis Very owh tox o-f c^unny tears i-f 
Ke cane alohc^, ahd +Ka+ sold Kin. 


Saiurda^/ 

Las+ hic^K+ we ne+ a+ +Ke +o^> o-f +Ke Kill a+ T'OO. 
Rowley trou^K+ +Ke can^ih^ e<^ui^neh+ ahd +Ke 
slee^ih^ ta^, ahd X trou^K+ +Ke •flasKli^K^ ahd 

sone cKocola+e eher^y tars. 


X didh+ Kave +Ke ^unny tears ri^K+ a+ +Ka+ 
noneh+, tu+ X ^>ronised Rowley Xd tuy Kin sone 
+Ke -firs+ cKahce X 30+. 



VsIKeh we 30+ +0 -tKe Gane Hu+ we were +Ke ohl 
^eo^le +Kere, ahd X couldh + telieVe our luck. 
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So we ^>rtcKed our +eh+ ih -froh-t of -the s+ore 
be-fore d)ryohe else could +dke our s^o+. 


TWISTED 
WIZARD 
LiAz 



Xheh we wd-tched +he door +o mdke sure ho ohe 
-tried +o cu+ ih -froh-t o-f us. 

V-/ 

GAMES 


SKJZ 



X -figured -the bes-t way -to SdVe our ^>ldce ih lihe 
wds +o slee^> ih shifts. X eVeh o-ffered +o -tdke 
■the firsi shift dhd le+ Rowley slee^, becduse 
-thd+’s jus-t -the kihd o-f ^>ersoh X dm. 
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A'f+er my shi/d” was over X woke Rowley op -for 
his +orh, bo+ he -fell back asleep ih aboo+ -five 
secohds. So X shook him awake ahd +old him he 
heeded +o s+ay aler-L 


Rowley didh+ eVeh bo+her +ryihc\ +o de-fehd himsel-f. 


y,h 6 


\ 


I DON'T EVEN 
REALLY LIKE 
VIDEO GAMES! 





// 4 / > 

i yy • 

1 # • 
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X decided i+ was op -to MIE +o make sore hobody 
30+ ih -frohi o-f os, so X s+ayed op all hi^h+. X 
was s+ar+ihg +o have irooble keepih^ my eyes opeh 
aroohd ^-OO ih +he morhih^, ahd X a+e bo+h o-f 
+he eher^y bars X packed +o keep mysel-f ^oih^. 

X 30+ chocola+e all over my hahds, ahd +ha+ ^ave 
me ah idea. X opehed +he +eh+ -flap, +heh sliced 
my hahd ihside ahd made i+ crawl like a spider. 
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X +hou^h+ i+ would be -fohhy +o make Rowley 
+hihk i+ w as +he noddy hahd. X didn't hear ahy 
hoises conih^ -from ihside -the -teh-l - , so X ^hoo^hi 
Rowley was s+ill sleepih^. B>u+ be-fore X had a 
chahce +o o^eh -the -fla^ ahd c heck, ny hahd 30+ 
crushed +o sni+hereehs. 



X gulled ny hahd ou+ o-f +he +eh+, ahd ny +ht»nt) 
was already s+ar+ih^ +o +orh ^>or^le. 



he snashed ny hahd wi+h a nalle+, bo+ because 
he +h ou ^h+ +ha+ ,+ could s+o^> +he rouddy hahd* 
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A^y ■fool khows you have +o ei+her use -fire or acid 
+o S+o^> a muddy hahd. All a mallei S ^ohhrt do is 
make ii ar^ry. 


X was aboui +0 31've Rowley a ^>iece o-f my mihd, 
bui r^hi +heh +he 31^ -from ihe Game Hui came 
ahd o^ehed +he -frohi door. X iried +0 i^hore 

ih m' 

reasoh we came here. 





\ 


^(he Ga me Hu+ 30^ wah+ed "to khow why we 
had a iehi tV\ -frohi o-f ihe s+ore, so X +old 
him we were +here +0 com^e+e ih +he video 
3ame coh+esi. Bui he didhi eVeh khow whai 
X was +alkih3 aboui. 
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So X had +o show hir* +he ^>os+er -from +he wihdow 
+o c^e+ Kim uy +o speech 



Xhe cleric said +he s+ore wASh + reoiy se+ u^j -for 
a Video c^Ame ■fourhAmeh-l' to+ sihce +here were 
ohl^ +wo o-f us, p*yt>e we could jus+ each 
o+her ih -+Ke tack room. 


X was a li-H-le irri+A+ed a+ -firs-l-, bu+ iheh X reAlized 
aII X heeded +o do +o wih +his +ourhAneh+ was +o 
teA+ Rowley. So -the cleric se-|- us u^> -to a 
deA+h nA+ch ih Xwis+ed VJiz.Ard. X aI mos+ -fel+ 
sorry -for Rowley becAuse XK ^>re-Hy much Ah 
expert- a+ -+ha+ ^Ame. Bu+ wheh we s+Ar+ed +o 
^>Ia y, X reAlized rvy -fhomt) was so messed u^> X 
couldh-f ^>ress +he bu-H-ohs oh +he coh+roller. 
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All X could do was ruh arouhd ih circles while 
Rowley sho+ me over ahd over. 



Rowley e 

■fold Rowley he woh -the com^e-W+ioh ahd had a 
choice* He could ei+her -fill ou+ -the paperwork +o 
Qo +o +he ha+iohal -+ourhameh+, or he could ^e+ a 
<yah+ box o-f chocola+e-coVered raisihs. 

ohe Rowley pic 




hded up bea+ih<^ me 15-0. "The clerk 
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Suhddy 

You khow, X should have Jus+ s+uck wi+h my 
ori^ihdl ^>ldh dhd s+dyed ihside +his summer, 
becduse dll my trouble s+dr+ed +he mihu+e X 
s+e^ed ou+ o-f +he house. 


X haVeh + seeh Rowley sihce he s+ole +hd+ Vid 
cjdme com^?e+i+ioh -from me, dhd Pdd hash + sy 
+o me sihce X dlmos+ 30+ hin drres+ed. 


eo 

okeh 



Bu+ X +hihk "thirds s+dr+ed +o +urh drouhd -for 
me dhd Pdd +oddy. You remember +hd+ dr+icle 
dbou+ how ' Li I Cu+ie wds beih^ ^dssed oh -from 
+he -fd+her +o his soh? 


VJell, +he sohs -firs+ comic cdme ou+ ih +he ^>d^>er 
"tod dy, dhd i+ looks like +he hew ' Li I Cu+ie is 
<^ohhd be eVeh worse +hdh +he oric^hdl. 
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Daddy, can you make my 
hiccups hie- DOWN? 


X showed Pad/ ahd he agreed wi+h r*>e. 



Xha+s wheh X realized ihih^s are ^ohha he OK 
be+weeh +he -two o-f os. He ahd Pad taio&t ho+ 
a^ree oh eVer^+hihg, bu+ a+ leas-l" we a^ree oh 
+he in^or+ah+ s+u-f-f. 
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X ^t»ess sone ^>eo^>le woold SAy -fhA+ hA+ih^ a conic 
is a pre-Hy flinsy -foohdA+ioh for a relA+iohshi^>, 
bu+ +he +ro+h is ne Ahd PacI hA+e LOTS of -the 
+Kih^s. 


SAne 


Me Ahd PacI ni^h't' ho+ ^AVe ohe o-f -those close 
fA+her-soh relA+iohships, tu+ +Ka+s fihe wi+h 
ne. Xve leAfhed +Ka+ -there is so ch a -thih^ as 



X reAlized VACA+ioh was pre-Hy nuch over wheh 
Mon fihished o^> wi+h her ^ho+o Alton -toddy. X 
fli^ed -throo^h i+, Ahd +o be hohesi wi+h yoo, X 
doh + +hihk i+ was a very AccorA+e record o-f oor 
sunner. Bo+ X ^oess +he ^>ersoh w ho +dkes +he 
^ic+ores is +he ohe who ^e+s +o +ell +he s+ory. 
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It’s summer vacation— 
the weather’s great, and 
all the kids are having 
fun outside. So where’s 
Greg Heffley? Inside his 
house, playing video 
games with the shades 
drawn. 


Greg, a self-confessed 
“indoor person,” is living 
out his ultimate summer fantasy: no responsibilities and no rules. 
But Greg’s mom has a different vision for an ideal summer . . . one 
packed with outdoor activities and “family togetherness.” 

Whose vision will win out? Or will a new addition to the Heffley 
family change everything? 

Praise for the Diary of a Wimpy Kid series— 
the USA Today , Publishers Weekly , Wall Street Journal , 
and #1 New York Times bestsellers: 

★ “Genre-busting series . . . spot-on humor 
and winning formula.” 

—Publishers Weekly, starred review 

I -n'ar of a Wimpy Kid is j g j * I * * 4 One of the most successful 
b t on world domination. children’s series ever published.” j 

-Time maga zine - Washington Post 


“Has taken the word ‘reluctant’ 
out of 'reluctant readers. ” 


- USA Today 
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